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GILROY ROBERTS TO SCULPT 
TRUMAN MEMORIAL COMMEMORATIVE 

At a recent special meeting, the NCS Board of Trustees unanimously 
voted to commemorate the late President Harry S. Truman. The Board 


has selected Gilroy Roberts, dean 
of American medallic sculptors, 
to design the Truman Memorial 
Commemorative, which will be 
issued in May. 

The Niagara Falls Commemora¬ 
tive, which was originally sched¬ 
uled to be issued in May, will now 
be sent out in June. Each subse¬ 
quent issue thereafter will be 
moved back one month. 

This is only the sixth time that 
the NCS Board of Trustees has 
selected the subject to be com¬ 
memorated. The Board’s previous 
selections were: General Mac- 
Arthur (the first NCS commemo¬ 
rative), Winston Churchill (the 
eleventh NCS commemorative), 
the Three Astronauts Memorial 
(the thirty-second NCS commemo¬ 
rative), the Eisenhower Memorial 
(the fifty-eighth NCS commemo¬ 
rative) and Apollo 11 (the sixty- 
fifth NCS commemorative). In 
all six cases, the Board acted be¬ 


cause it felt that the vast majority 
of NCS members would want 
these subjects honored without 
delay. 

HARRY A. BURKHARDT WINS 
HONORARY LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP 
FOR BEST NCS EXHIBIT OF 1972 

Harry A. Burkhardt of Taiwan, 
the Republic of China, has been 
awarded an honorary lifetime 
membership in NCS for his in¬ 
triguing display of NCS coin¬ 
medals (see picture on page 2) 
which has been judged by the 
NCS Board of Trustees to be the 
“Best NCS Exhibit of 1972.” 

Mr. Burkhardt also received a 
cash prize of $250.00 and a hand¬ 
some gold-plated trophy for win¬ 
ning the Fourth Quarterly NCS 
Exhibit Contest of 1972. 

As winner of the top 1972 
exhibit award, Mr. Burkhardt 





becomes the seventh lifetime 
member of NCS, joining W. N. 
Snellings, John Kish, Larry Mur¬ 
rell, Frank Domurat, Glenn Gun- 
delfinger and Richard Lebold, the 
annual winners in previous years. 
(Douglas Wark, the 1967 annual 
winner, passed away in June, 
1970.) Mr. Burkhardt’s member¬ 
ship has now been converted to 
a lifetime paid-up status. 

During the last quarter of 1972, 
Mr. Burkhardt’s display was ex¬ 
hibited at the Taipei Coin and 
Medal Club, where it received 
Best of Show honors. It is cur¬ 
rently appearing in the lobby of 
the Bank of America in Taipei. It 
is believed that this is the only 


medal display ever exhibited pub¬ 
licly in the history of Taipei. 

The First Quarterly NCS Exhi¬ 
bit Contest of 1973 is now under 
way. Entries may be exhibited any 
time between January 1 and 
and March 31, 1973. A $250.00 
cash prize and a gold-plated tro¬ 
phy will be given for the best NCS 
exhibit presented during this 
period, and three additional 
awards of $250.00 each will be 
made for the best NCS exhibit 
presented during each of the three 
subsequent quarters of 1973. 
Then, a year from now, an Hon¬ 
orary Lifetime Membership will 
be awarded to the member whose 
exhibit is judged “Best of 1973.” 



Harry A. Burkhardt won $250 and an Honorary Lifetime Membership for this 
display of NCS coin-medals. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR SCULPTOR 

The following letter was sent 
to this month’s sculptor — Agop 
Agopoff—by J. Edgar Hoover 
on November 4, 1966. That way a 
short time after Mr. Hoover 
learned that Mr. Agopoff's J. Ed¬ 
gar Hoover Award Medal, sculp¬ 
tured for the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, had won the National 
Sculpture Society’s Lindsey Mor¬ 
ris Memorial Prize for a bas-relief 
medal. 

Dear Mr. Agopoff: 

I have just learned that you 
have received the Lindsey Morris 
Memorial Award for the best 
piece of bas-relief sculpture in the 
Allied Artists exhibition for your 
entry of the plaster model of the 
J. Edgar Hoover Medal. 

May I take this opportunity to 
extend my sincere congratulations 
to you for this recognition of your 


artistic ability. I am pleased that 
the medal named for me was 
given this honor. 

J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department 
of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

JACKIE ROBINSON’S 
ACHIEVEMENTS RECOUNTED 

As a nominator for a com¬ 
memorative tribute to Jackie 
Robinson, I was pleased and 
happy to learn from the news¬ 
letter and the Official Ballot 
that Jackie Robinson has been 
added to our latest ballot. 

I first met Jackie in the 5th 
grade at George Washington Ele¬ 
mentary School in Pasadena, Cali¬ 
fornia, in 1929. We both attended 
Washington Junior High School, 
John Muir High School and Pasa¬ 
dena City College. Therefore, it 
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was my rare privilege to know 
him as a schoolmate and friend 
for many years. Our friendship 
and contacts continued through 
all these years, although we both 
left Pasadena at the start of 
World War II. 

Jackie Robinson was a legend 
in his time. His achievements 
were most remarkable. He was 
undoubtedly the greatest all- 
around athlete the world has ever 
known. He was a truly great 
American, and one who advanced 
the cause of Black Americans 
more than any other single per¬ 
son in the United States. 

He achieved success when all 
the odds were against him. Born 
in Rome, Georgia, he was one of 
several children raised by his 
mother because his father de¬ 
serted the family. His success says 
to millions of Americans, now 
living in poverty, that the Ameri¬ 
can dream is still there for those 
who would but strive for it. 

Jackie Robinson was a good 
student because he worked hard. 
He liked people. He brought out 
the best in those he knew. His 
efforts were in the direction of 
being positive, rather than nega¬ 
tive. He believed in his country 
and in himself. 

I predict that the members of 
The National Commemorative 
Society will give him an over¬ 
whelming vote. He deserves the 
victory we can give him. 

Samuel Mardian, Jr. (1562) 
Phoenix, Arizona 


HARRY S. TRUMAN NOMINATED 

For some time, I have sub¬ 
mitted the late Harry S. Truman’s 
name for a future NCS commem¬ 
orative. By now I’m sure the 
Board has acted and a commemo¬ 
rative tribute is in the works. 

Being a Missourian, I am en¬ 
closing a picture of Mr. Truman 
which appeared in the Kansas 
City Star. This is the best photo¬ 
graph of our former President 
that I have ever seen. I hope you 
can use it. 

T. Pennacchio (4530) 
Warrensburg, Missouri 

• The Board has unanimously 
voted to honor Harry S. Truman 
with the 106th NCS Commemora¬ 
tive, which will be issued in May 
(see feature article on page 1). 

MISPRINT CORRECTED 

I sure hope I am right, but the 
letter by member number 0777 in 
the Mailbag section of the Octo¬ 
ber, 1972 newsletter read “July 
2, 1963” for the Battle of Little 
Round Top. This should have 
been “1863.” 

I really enjoy all the medals I 
have received since the beginning 
of the Society. Thanking all con¬ 
cerned and best wishes for a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all. 

Warren R. Elliott (3468) 
San Diego, California 

• Mr. Elliott is correct. The Battle 
of Little Round Top occurred July 
2, 1863, not July 2, 1963. 
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NOT FOR SALE 

Thank you, thank you for this 
magnificent collection — which 
will never be for sale while I live. 

M. Lee Lemburg (4434) 
Los Angeles, California 

FORMER AND FUTURE SUBJECTS 

I was happy to see that you 
placed the name of Ethan Allen 
back on a recent Official Ballot. 
He is certainly a deserving subject 
for an NCS commemorative 
medal. 

I most heartily agree with the 
suggestion that the “Spirit of ’76” 
should also be commemorated. 
The Green at Lexington and the 
Rude Bridge are of equal import. 

I was quite happy to learn that 
there will be a commemorative in 
honor of historic Jamestown. 

A. M. Abrahamson (5068) 
LaGrange, Illinois 


WALTER REED SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
110th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Walter Reed has been selected by 
NCS members to be the subject 
of the 110th NCS Commemora¬ 
tive — the 10th issue of Series 
III. This commemorative is sched¬ 
uled to be issued in September, 
1973. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 

A srBS o “£Kss 0 '.. 46, 


,63 

The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A a6T"rars"r P 3„ H ,7 0 ' 0 ' 

The current ballot is for the 

eleventh commemorative in Series 
III), which is scheduled to be 
issued in October, 1973. This bal¬ 
lot must be received at NCS head¬ 
quarters by February 15 to be 
included in the count. 

C0MMEM0RATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 103—February, 1973 
Frederic Remington 
Sculptor — Richard Baldwin 
No. 104 —March, 1973 
Alaskan Gold Rush 
Sculptor — Anthony Jones 
No. 105 —April, 1973 
Sam Houston 
Sculptor — Albert Wein 
No. 106 —May, 1973 
Truman Memorial 
Sculptor — Gilroy Roberts 
No. 107 —June. 1973 
Niagara Falls 

Sculptor — Dora de Pedery-Hunt 

No. 108 —July, 1973 

Chester Nimitz 

Sculptor — William Cousins 

No. 109 — August, 1973 

Jamestown 

Sculptor — Joseph Di Lorenzo 
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AGOP AGOPOFF 
Sculptor of the NCS 
J. Edgar Hoover 
Memorial Coin-Medal 

Agop Agopoff was born May 
15, 1905, in Sliven, Bulgaria. He 
attended elementary and high 
school in Varna, Bulgaria, where 
he received his highest marks in 
the arts. 

It was during his childhood that 
he became an apprentice to his 
brother-in-law, A. Massis. 

For 24 years, Mr. Agopoff lived 
in the wilderness of New York 
State. There, he built his own 
house, atop a rock surrounded 
with stone walls. Today, he stays 
busy with his current hobbies: 
opera, mandolin, guitar, violin, 
painting, building and gardening. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Coins and Medals: John F. Ken¬ 
nedy Medal, John F. Kennedy 
Committee, Massachusetts, 1964; 
Albert Dome Award Medal, Fa¬ 


mous Artists School, New York, 
1964; J. Edgar Hoover Award 
Medal, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
1965; Roy W. Howard Award 
Medal, Scripps-Howard Founda¬ 
tion, New York, 1967; 250th 
Anniversary of New Orleans 
Coin-Medal, National Commem¬ 
orative Society, 1968; Benjamin 
Banneker Commemorative Medal, 
American Negro Commemora¬ 
tive Society, 1968; . Evangeline 
Cory Booth Commemorative, So- 
ciete Commemorative de Femmes 
Celebres, 1968; General Winfield 
Scott Commemorative, Interna¬ 
tional Fraternal Commemorative 
Society, 1968; Alexander Hamil¬ 
ton Commemorative, National 
Commemorative Society, 1969. 

• Sculpture: Ion G. Pasla, me¬ 
morial plaque and bust, Con- 
stantza, Roumania, 1928; John 
Henry House Monument, Thes- 
salonica, Greece, 1934; portrait 
bust of Henri Tasso, Marseilles, 
France, 1934; bronze bust of 
Will Rogers, 1935; statue of the 
Iwo Jima Flag Raising, presented 
to Commandant, U. S. Marine 
Corps, by the Marine Corps 
Fathers’ Association, 1949; John 
F. Kennedy memorial plaque, 
Memorial Park, Hyannis Port, 
Massachusetts, 1966. 

• Awards: Gold Medal of Honor 
for Sculpture, Hudson Valley Art 
Association, 1962; The Archer 
Milton Huntington Award, Hud¬ 
son Valley Art Association, 1962; 
The Lindsey Morris Memorial 
Prize for a bas-relief medal, Na¬ 
tional Sculpture Society, 1964. 
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The J. Edgar Hoover Memorial Coin-Medal 
Sculptured by Agop Agopoff 

102nd COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


John Edgar Hoover was a leg¬ 
end in his own time. He came into 
the federal government as a li¬ 
brary clerk in Woodrow Wilson’s 
day and served as its pre-eminent 
policeman for every President 
from Calvin Coolidge to Richard 
Nixon. In his extraordinary 48- 
year tenure as Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
he held more power longer than 
any other man in the history of 
the Republic. He made himself 
and the FBI into authentic Amer¬ 
ican icons—the gangbusting, spy- 
catching, straight-shooting, star- 
spangled heroes of the tabloid 
headlines and radio-TV serials. 

John Edgar Hoover was born 
January 1, 1895, in Washington, 
D.C. He studied law at George 
Washington University (LL.B., 
1916; LL.M., 1917). After being 
admitted to the bar, he entered 


the United States Department of 
Justice, serving from 1919 to 1921 
as special assistant to the Attor¬ 
ney General. He was appointed 
assistant director of the depart¬ 
ment’s Bureau of Investigation in 
1921. 

In 1924, Attorney General 
Harlan Fiske Stone asked Hoover 
— then an up-and-coming Justice 
Department lawyer of 29 — to 
retrieve the Bureau from the cor¬ 
ruption which had afflicted it 
during the Harding years. 

Hoover accepted, with absolute 
power over the agency as one of 
his conditions. He ran out the 
blackmailers and boodlers, set 
high hiring standards (lawyers 
and accountants preferred). The 
bureau, under his stewardship, 
brought in a memorable series of 
victories and collars over crimi¬ 
nals and enemy agents such as 
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Dillinger, Floyd, Ma Barker, 
Bruno Hauptmann, Nazi spies 
and saboteurs, the Rosenbergs 
and Colonel Abel. 

Singlehandedly, Hoover reor¬ 
ganized the bureau, which was 
renamed the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in 1935. He devel¬ 
oped it into one of the most 
efficient law enforcement agencies 
in the world. He ruled out politics, 
removed incompetents, and staffed 
the FBI with carefully selected 
skilled personnel. Under his di¬ 
rectorship, new departments were 
set up and scientific methods of 
crime detection were introduced. 

In 1924, Hoover established the 
Identification Division (whose 
original file of 810,000 finger¬ 
prints had, by 1963, grown to 
164,000,000). Four years later, 
he set up the school for training 
FBI personnel. And in 1932, he 
created the FBI Laboratory. In 
1935, the FBI National Academy 
opened. Its mandate: to train 
policemen from all parts of the 
country in the latest methods of 
crime detection. Extension of the 
Bureau’s scope of operations dur¬ 
ing the early 1930s, and the pub¬ 
licity given to its work, made 
Hoover’s “G-men” popular heroes 
throughout the nation. 

At the outbreak of World War 
II, the director of the FBI was 
given primary responsibility for 
maintaining the internal security 
of the United States, and the 
number of FBI agents was in¬ 
creased from 600 to 5,000. The 


expansion of Hoover’s powers 
continued after the war, when, in 
1947, the late President Harry S. 
Truman authorized him to investi¬ 
gate the loyalty of government 
employees. 

Hoover soon came under attack 
from critics who disliked the 
FBI’s methods of gathering infor¬ 
mation, as well as from persons 
and groups who charged him with 
exaggerating the threat of internal 
communism. Others assailed him 
when the Department of Justice 
requested the FBI to investigate 
alleged violations of Negro voting 
rights. Hoover opposed the in¬ 
spection of confidential FBI files 
both by Congressional investigat¬ 
ing groups and by defendants in 
security cases. 

The FBI chief had many strong 
supporters, as well. He received 
many honorary degrees and spe¬ 
cial awards, including the Presi¬ 
dent’s Gold Medal (1958). His 
first book, Persons in Hiding, ap¬ 
peared in 1938. Masters of Deceit 
was published in 1958, and A 
Study of Communism in 1962. 

When Hoover died on May 2, 
1972, at the age of 77, the Presi¬ 
dent himself delivered the eulogy. 
Mr. Nixon spoke for millions of 
Americans when he called J. Ed¬ 
gar Hoover “one of the giants, a 
man who helped keep steel in 
America’s backbone and the flame 
of freedom in America’s soul.... 
a peace officer without peer.” 
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PEACE IN VIETNAM, LYNDON 
JOHNSON ADDED TO BALLOT 

In what promises to be one of the most lively and exciting elections in 
the history of The National Commemorative Society, The NCS Board of 


Trustees has placed the following 
two subjects on this month’s Offi¬ 
cial Ballot: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
Peace in Vietnam 
A Memorial Tribute to 
Lyndon B. Johnson 
Rather than select both of these 
subjects as future NCS Com- 
memoratives, the Board recently 
decided to let the members them¬ 
selves determine which of these 
subjects they would like commem¬ 
orated first. Both the ending of the 
Vietnam War and the passing of 
our 36th President were events of 
great national significance which 
occurred within days of one 
another. The final determination 
as to which of these American 
milestones will be commemorated 
first is now in the hands of NCS 
members. 

APOLLO 17 SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
111th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative Tribute to 


Apollo 17 has been selected by 
NCS members to be the subject 
of the 111th NCS Commemora¬ 
tive— the 11th issue of Series 
III. This commemorative is sched¬ 
uled to be issued in October, 
1973. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 

the Flight of Apollo 17. 907 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the Battle of the Ironclads .. 615 
A Commemorative Tribute to 

Jackie Robinson . 488 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
the Marquis de Lafayette.272 

The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
Peace in Vietnam 
A Memorial Tribute to 
Lyndon B. Johnson 

The current ballot is for the 
112th NCS Commemorative (the 







twelfth commemorative in Series 
III), which is scheduled to be 
issued in November, 1973. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by March 15 to be 
included in the count. 

NEWSLETTER BINDERS 
MAILED 

Complimentary binders to hold 
the next ten issues of the NCS 
newsletter (comprising Volume 
11 of the newsletter) have 
recently been sent to all NCS 
members in good standing. 

If you are missing binders, or 
parts of binders, for any of the 
previous ten volumes of the 
newsletter, please let us know 
and we will send you what you 
are missing free of charge. Be 
sure to identify the issues for 
which you are missing binders 
and also indicate whether you are 
missing the whole binder or parts 
of it. Each binder consists of a 
backbone, an outer acetate cover 
and an inner printed cover. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 104 —March, 1973 
Alaskan Gold Rush 
Sculptor — Anthony Jones 
No. 105 —April, 1973 
Sam Houston 
Sculptor — Albert Wein 
No. 106 —May, 1973 
Truman Memorial 
Sculptor — Gilroy Roberts 
No. 107 —June, 1973 
Niagara Falls 
Sculptor — James Ferrell 


No. 108 —July, 1973 
Chester Nimitz 
Sculptor — to be announced 
No. 109 —August, 1973 
Jamestown 

Sculptor — Joseph Di Lorenzo 
No. 110 — September, 1973 
Walter Reed 

Sculptor — to be announced 

LOST AND STOLEN PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS 
proofs. If you come across any 
of these proofs, please com¬ 
municate immediately with NCS. 
Membership No. Proofs 
0012 1st 

0027 1st thru 74th 

0074 6th 

0106 6th 

0130 2nd, 4th 

0131 1st 

0141 2nd thru 92nd 

0155 25th, 26th 

0185 1st thru 54th 

0206 2nd thru 5th, 8th, 

9th, 10th, 20th, 
21st, 22nd, 25th, 
26th, 31st, 33rd, 
35th, 36th, 52nd, 
60th, 62nd, 65th, 
68th, 72nd, 74th, 
75th, 80th and 
86th 

0233 1st thru 20th 

0264 12th thru 15th, 

22nd, 31st 

0297 51st thru 81st 

0333 1st thru 30th 

(continued on page 4) 
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IN THE 


MAILBAG 


GEORGE WASHINGTON 
MEDAL LAUDED 

I have just received my first 
medal — honoring George Wash¬ 
ington. It is truly exquisite! 

As a Charter Member of The 
Franklin Mint Collectors Society, 
I have been able to acquire and 
“ooh” and “aah” over many 
issues; but dear “ole” George left 
me gasping with admiration. 

M. Neff Lynch (1942) 
Brooklyn, New York 

Thank you for accepting me as 
a member of The National Com¬ 
memorative Society. I’m a very 
young collector — in senior high 
school — and I must say that I 
have thoroughly enjoyed the first 
two Series III issues—the George 
Washington and J. Edgar Hoover 
Memorial Commemorative Med¬ 
als, respectively. 

There are many commemora- 
tives in honor of George Wash¬ 
ington, but our issue has a special 
look -— with a touch of a modern 
advancement on the reverse. And 


the quality is outstanding! 

I am very pleased to be an 
NCS member and am looking 
forward to receiving each new 
Series III issue. 

James Zitis (2018) 
Miami, Florida 

The first medal that I have 
received as an NCS member — 
the George Washington Com¬ 
memorative — is truly beautiful. 
Mr. Rizzello’s eagle on the reverse 
has the majesty and power one 
hopes for but seldom sees. 

H. G. Rogers (0189) 
San Mateo, California 

ROBERTO CLEMENTE 
MEMORIAL SUGGESTED 

I am enclosing herewith a 
NOMINATIONS form contain¬ 
ing only the name of Roberto 
Clemente. 

I am a Charter Member of NCS, 
but this is the first time I have 
felt compelled to suggest a worth¬ 
while name for inclusion among 
our list of immortals. 

I am sure those in the sports 
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world, and many outside of it, 
are aware of the greatness of 
Clemente as a baseball player — 
not only for his ability on the 
field, but also as a leader among 
his fellow athletes. The records 
and awards which he compiled 
during his career serve as testi¬ 
mony to his exceptional skill. The 
unbelievable shock which the 
world felt at his tragic death is 
mute testimony to the impact of 
his passing. 

Yet it is not just as an athlete 
that I feel he should be judged. 
Roberto Clemente was a man 
who achieved greatness as a 
humanitarian. 

His primary aim in life was not 
the accolades of stadium crowds 
but the desire to help his fellow- 
man — principally young people 
and those less fortunate than 
himself. 

The fact that he died while on 
an errand of mercy on New 
Year’s Eve — a time when others 
(continued on page 8) 


LOST AND STOLEN PROOFS 

(continued from page 2) 

0371 20th 

0376 30th 

0382 14th 

0388 83rd, 84th, 85th 

0470 36th 

0476 14th, 15th, 17th 

0534 1st thru 36th 

0574 21st thru 26th 

0576 1st thru 5th 


0595 1st thru 10th, 

21st 

0639 1st thru 60th 

0713 1st thru 50th 

0796 1st thru 10th 

0797 1st thru 10th 

0842 94th, 95th, 96th 

0878 4th, 5th 

0909 24th 

0965 64th thru 86th 

0996 1st thru 24th 

1118 1st thru 57th 

1246 1st thru 20th 

1289 41st, 42nd 

1295 1st thru 51st 

1324 1st thru 15th 

1346 1st thru 42nd 

1455 59th thru 72nd 

1461 71st thru 74th 

1490 71st, 72nd 

1535 1st thru 25th 

1550 21st, 22nd 

1692 1st thru 16th 

1731 11th, 

51st thru 88th 
1804 51st thru 74th 

1815 70th 

1851 1st thru 21st 

1874 28th, 34th 

1968 38th thru 89th 

2000 1st thru 6th, 

9th thru 20th 
2066 8th 

2068 46th 

2160 14th 

2211 68th, 69th 

2254 1st thru 20th 

2341 66th 

2379 1st thru 24th 

2412 1st thru 30th 
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2418 1st thru 57th 

2419 1st thru 47th 

2436 73rd thru 85th 
2529 3rd thru 92nd 

2537 51st thru 87th 

2598 11th thru 20th 

2657 25th 

2696 1st thru 24th 

2760 73rd thru 77th 

80th, 81st, 82nd 
2787 1st thru 10th 

2805 1st thru 15th 

2823 12th, 13th, 14th 

2893 1st thru 18th 

2961 73rd 

2970 1st thru 7th 

3094 46th thru 50th 

3154 9th 

3169 1st thru 10th 

3221 1st 

3238 3rd and 21st 

3300 78th thru 87th 

3316 1st thru 14th 

3406 51st thru 82nd 

3424 1st thru 39th 

3528 20th, 21st 

3619 1st thru 10th, 

12th, 13th, 14th 
3628 1st thru 50th 

3806 11th 

3807 1st thru 57th 

3849 47th 

3870 1st thru 15th 

3891 1st thru 54th 

3905 1st thru 30th 

3948 1st thru 10th 

3956 1st thru 52nd 

3984 35th 

3986 1st thru 10th, 

21st thru 30th 


4074 1st thru 50th, 

60th, 64th, 65th, 
73rd, 74th, 75th, 
80th, 81st, 82nd 
4076 1st thru 69th 

4113 41st 

4145 1st thru 40th, 

42nd, 44th thru 
48th, 52nd, 

54th, 55th, 56th, 
59th thru 70th 
4175 59th 

4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15th 

4383 1st thru 49th 

4422 51st thru 71st 

4469 24th, 31st thru 

34th 

4481 12th 

4558 24th 

4591 11th 

4660 23rd 

4721 21st thru 25th, 

31st, 33rd thru 
37th, 39th 

4743 22nd, 23rd, 24th 

4790 1st, 2nd 

4812 17th 

4856 1st thru 78th 

4974 1st thru 23rd 

5018 1st thru 4th, 

6th thru 72nd 
5068 25th 

5102 1st, 10th 

5150 31st thru 40th 

5168 1st thru 86th 

5187 1st thru 48th 

5227 14th 

5243 45th 

5252 19th 
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RICHARD BALDWIN 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Frederic Remington 
Coin-Medal 

Richard Baldwin was born 
June 8, 1920, in Needham, Mas¬ 
sachusetts. He studied at the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 
Arts in Philadelphia, where he 
won a Cresson Fellowship. Later, 
he served as an apprentice under 
George Harding and Harold Von 
Schmidt. During World War II, 
he was a combat artist with the 
20th Air Force in the Western 
Pacific. 

After a successful career as 
an illustrator, Mr. Baldwin was 
chosen as the first Art Director 
of The Franklin Mint. He has 
since left that post and is cur¬ 
rently devoting full time to sculp¬ 
ture. 

Mr. Baldwin is a member of 
the Society of Illustrators, the 
National Society of Mural Paint¬ 


ers, and the West Chester Art 
Association. 

His principal achievements 
include: 

• Coins and Medals: Yugoslav¬ 
ian Liberation Commemorative 
Medal, 1966; Lithuanian Restor¬ 
ation Anniversary Medal, 1967; 
Christmas “Peace” Medal, 1967; 
New York Jets, World Cham¬ 
pions Medal, 1968; “Praying 
Child” Christmas Medal, 1969; 
Corpus Christi 150th Anniversary 
Commemorative Medal, 1969; 
Women’s Right to Vote 50th An¬ 
niversary Commemorative Medal, 
1970; Boston Massacre Bicen¬ 
tennial Medal, 1970; Jack Johnson 
Commemorative Medal, Ameri¬ 
can Negro Commemorative So¬ 
ciety, 1970; Governor Cahill 
Inauguration Medal, State of 
New Jersey, 1971; Governor 
Shapp Inauguration Medal, State 
of Pennsylvania, 1971; Charles M. 
Russell Commemorative Medal, 
National Commemorative Society, 
1971. 

• Other Works: Mural, Temple 
Lutheran Church, Brookline, 
Pennsylvania; Mural, War History 
Museum, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D.C.; Mural, Am¬ 
phitheatre, Fresno, California; 
Mural, State Capitol, Olympia, 
Washington; Mural, Air Force 
Academy, Colorado Springs, Col¬ 
orado; "Horizons West,” the first 
Franklin Mint sculptured collec¬ 
tor’s plate, 1972. 
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THE FREDERIC REMINGTON COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Richard Baldwin 

103rd COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 
Every artist dips his brush in his own soul, and paints his own nature 
into his pictures. — henry ward beecher 


Frederic Remington, best re¬ 
membered today for his paintings 
and sculptures of the American 
West, was one of the most pro¬ 
lific men in his field. His work 
comprehensively covers the whole 
era of “the Old West” — both his¬ 
torically and geographically. 

Remington was born in Canton, 
New York, in October, 1861. The 
son of a newspaper publisher, he 
attended private schools and then 
entered Yale University. While 
there, he was better known for his 
athletic achievements than for his 
scholastic accomplishments. He 
played varsity football and was a 
heavyweight boxer on the Yale 
boxing squad. 

In 1880, at the age of 19, he 
went west in search of adventure 


and fortune. Fascinated by what 
he saw, he became a “documen¬ 
tary” artist — capturing what he 
saw the way he saw it and pro¬ 
ducing a vision of “the Old West” 
that has influenced American 
thinking to this day. 

After he had attended the Yale 
School of Fine Arts, Remington 
studied briefly at the Art Students 
League of New York. After his 
return to New York City in 1885, 
his struggle for recognition was 
intense but brief. Within a year he 
exhibited a painting at the Na¬ 
tional Academy and achieved 
wide recognition as an illustrator 
of the Western scene for leading 
magazines. In 1888, he illustrated 
a series of articles written by 
Theodore Roosevelt for the Cen- 
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tury Magazine. That same year, 
those works were published in 
book form, under the title Ranch 
Life and the Hunting Trail. 

In 1889, Remington was 
awarded a silver medal at the 
Paris Exposition, and in 1890 he 
increased his popularity with 
paintings and drawings for Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow’s Song of 
Hiawatha. His work also en¬ 
hanced the appeal of other books, 
including Francis Parkman’s Ore¬ 
gon Trail (1892) and works by 
Owen Wister. 

Remington turned to sculpture 
in 1895. A natural talent in this 
field, he modeled a variety of 
works, including The Bronco 
Buster — now the most famous 
bronze of the American West. 
During the following 14 years, he 
produced 25 notable works of 
sculpture, along with an increas¬ 
ing number of paintings and 
drawings. 

He was also an accomplished 
writer of both fact and fiction. 
From the beginning, his illustra¬ 
tions for magazines were accom¬ 
panied with text of his own 
writing, and his signed articles be¬ 
gan appearing in 1888. His first 
book was Pony Tracks (1895). 
His first novel, John Ermine of 
the Yellowstone (1902), was 
adapted for the stage the follow¬ 
ing year. He published five other 
books and a large number of arti¬ 
cles and stories, all relating to the 
American West. 

Today, the Remington Art Me¬ 
morial in Ogdensburg, New York, 
contains a large collection of the 


famous artist’s paintings, illustra¬ 
tions, and bronze statuettes. 

Frederic Remington was a man 
of many talents. As writer, sculp¬ 
tor and painter, Remington’s ac¬ 
complishments mirror the essence 
of that romantic period we know 
today as “the Old West.” 


CLEMENTE MEMORIAL 

(continued from page 4) 

were intent on personal pleasures 

— is indicative of his character. 

While many things shall be 
done to honor the memory of 
this fine athlete, and some of the 
projects which he initiated during 
his short life will undoubtedly be 
carried to completion, I feel that 
the prestigious National Com¬ 
memorative Society can and 
should show its awareness of his 
greatness as a selfless human 
being by adding Roberto Cle¬ 
mente’s name to an Official Ballot 
in the near future. 

W. R. Bishop (0792) 
Emlenton, Pennsylvania 

APOLLO FLIGHTS NOMINATED 

I would like to nominate a 
commemorative medal in honor 
of the Apollo Moon Flights. In 
my opinion, the idea of com¬ 
memorating all the Apollo mis¬ 
sions on one medal is an 
intriguing one. A similar design 
was recently suggested for a stamp 
issue in the New York Times. 

I wonder how other members 
feel about this idea. 

Ted Sorrentino (0153) 
Brooklyn, New York 
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PEACE IN VIETNAM TO BE 
112th NCS COMMEMORATIVE 


By a plurality of only 72 votes, NCS members this month selected a 
Commemorative in Honor of Peace in Vietnam as the subject of the 
112th NCS Commemorative. __ 


A Commemorative in Honor of 
Peace in Vietnam will thus be¬ 
come the 12th issue in Series III. 
This commemorative is scheduled 
to be issued in November, 1973. 


The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 


A Commemorative in Honor of 

Peace in Vietnam . 

A Memorial Tribute to 
Lyndon B. Johnson .. 


The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 


A SES 


Honor of 
irsary of 
:trine 
Tribute to 


The current ballot is for the 
113th NCS Commemorative (the 
13 th commemorative in Series 
III), which is scheduled to be 
issued in December, 1973. This 


ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by April 15 to be 
included in the count. 

SPECIAL NOTE: 

Unless members choose the 
150th Anniversary of the Monroe 
Doctrine for commemoration at 
this time, that subject will be 
dropped from the ballot. The rea¬ 
son for this decision is that the 
next medal — the 114th NCS 
Commemorative — will be issued 
in 1974, after the close of the 
anniversary year. 

REMINDER: QUARTERLY EXHIBIT 
CONTEST CLOSES APRIL 10 

The deadline for submitting 
photographs for entry in the cur¬ 
rent Quarterly NCS Exhibit Con¬ 
test is April 10. The Quarterly 
Prize of $250 and a gold-plated 
trophy will be awarded to the 
NCS member whose entry is 
chosen as the most interesting dis¬ 
play of NCS material exhibited at 








some time during the months of 
January, February or March, 
1973. The winner of this Quar¬ 
terly Contest then becomes eli¬ 
gible to win an Honorary Lifetime 
Membership by having his exhibit 
judged “Best of 1973.” 

SERIES III DELUXE ALBUMS 
STILL AVAILABLE 

This issue of the newsletter 
is accompanied by an Order Form 
for the convenience of those 
members who wish to acquire a 
Deluxe Album designed to hold 
all 50 proofs to be issued in Series 
III. This album is priced at $10.00. 

Series I and Series II Deluxe 
Albums are also available, as are 
Collector’s Chests, with match¬ 
ing outside nameplates, for earlier 
NCS issues. 

ELIZABETH JONES TO SCULPT 
WALTER REED COMMEMORATIVE 

Elizabeth Jones — one of the 
outstanding medallic artists of our 
time — has accepted the com¬ 
mission to design and sculpt the 
NCS Walter Reed Commemora¬ 
tive, the 10th issue in Series III, 
which is scheduled for shipment 
in September. 

Miss Jones has won many hon¬ 
ors and awards for her medallic 
work. This past summer, at the 
American Numismatic Associa¬ 
tion convention in New Orleans, 
she was named “Sculptor of the 
Year” by the ANA Board of 
Governors. 

She will be remembered by 
many NCS members as the sculp¬ 


tor of the Dr. Albert Schweitzer 
Coin-Medal — the 20th issue in 
Series I. 


ELIZABETH JONES 
Miss Jones is shown above—at 
her studio in Rome, Italy — hold¬ 
ing both the obverse plaster and 
her sterling silver proof number 
5252 of the Schweitzer issue. 

C0MMEM0RATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 105 —April, 1973 
Sam Houston 
Sculptor — Albert Wein 
No. 106 —May, 1973 
Truman Memorial 
Sculptor — Gilroy Roberts 
No. 107 —June, 1973 
Niagara Falls 
Sculptor — James Ferrell 
No. 108 —July, 1973 
Chester Nimitz 
Sculptor — Lewis King 
No. 109 — August, 1973 
Jamestown 

Sculptor — Joseph Di Lorenzo 

(continued on page 5) 
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QUITE A SCARE 

I have received the George 
Washington and J. Edgar Hoover 
Memorial Commemoratives. They 
are both beautiful! 

I must confess, however, that 
the arrival of the George Wash¬ 
ington Medal gave me quite a 
scare. The mailing carton was in 
damaged condition and soaking 
wet. Fortunately, my fears were 
unwarranted. 

Your forethought in enclosing 
the medal in a poly bag saved the 
day. Of course, I expected to find 
some condensation inside the 
holder. But after several days, 
none has appeared. 

I therefore wish to compliment 
the Society on the excellent man¬ 
ner in which the medals are pack¬ 
aged. 

Elizabeth Ann Thompson (2396) 
Macomb, Illinois 

BALLOT SUBJECTS 

There is too much competition 


on the latest Official Ballot. All 
of these subjects are outstanding 
selections and all of them are de¬ 
serving of a commemorative 
medal in their honor. 

Edward J. McCarten (1269) 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

I have noted on the “write-in” 
portion of the latest Official Bal¬ 
lot that I believe NCS should 
honor men and events of interest 
to the general public as long as 
they are of national historic 
interest. 

Lois Puleo (2722) 
Metairie, Louisiana 

I would like to nominate a 
Commemorative in Honor of the 
signing of the Vietnam Peace 
Agreement on January 27. I think 
such a medal would do great 
honor to the men who fought in 
that tragic war. 

Joanne Etheir (1451) 
Bloomingdale, New Jersey 
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I would like to add my senti¬ 
ments to those I am sure were 
expressed by other NCS members 
in nominating a commemorative 
in honor of the ending of the 
Vietnam War. 

Albert C. Holland (1282) 
St. Petersburg, Florida 
• Peace in Vietnam has been se¬ 
lected as the subject of the 112th 
NCS Commemorative which will 
be issued in November. 

I wish I could vote for all four 
of the subjects on the current 
ballot. However, I must agree 
with Mr. Mardian (see January 
issue of the newsletter) and 
cast my vote for Jackie Robinson, 
a truly gifted athlete and a great 
American. 

Calvin H. Gray (0365) 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 

PRIDE AND SATISFACTION 

My wife and I were overjoyed 
at the selection of my display as 
the winner of the 4th Quarterly 
NCS Exhibit Contest and its sub¬ 
sequent selection as the “Best 
NCS Exhibit of 1972.” It is hard 
to relate the pride and satisfaction 
I felt when I opened your letter 
and read the good news. 

This happened about 10 a.m. — 
and at noon, my wife called to 
tell me that our apartment had 
been burglarized. Fortunately, our 
NCS collection was not among 
the items stolen. The Chinese say: 
“If you lose something — you 
gain something.” It was certainly 
true in our case. 


When I received the 102nd 
Medal, honoring J. Edgar Hoover, 
I again felt humble and pleased 
with the Society’s generosity. 

Harry A. Burkhardt (0966) 
APO San Francisco, California 

IN NOMINATION 

How about a medal in honor of 
Stephen A. Douglas — the “Little 
Giant” of the Civil War era? 
Mr. Douglas was an outstanding 
national leader in pre-Civil War 
days. Douglas and Lincoln were 
bitter rivals. 

Eugene L. Vickery, M.D. (0580) 
Lena, Illinois 

The United States Public 
Health Service is one service that 
many people do not know exists, 
but one that has for years served 
the people of this country in many 
ways. 

I am sure that if more NCS 
members were aware of the ac¬ 
complishments of this organiza¬ 
tion, they would select it for 
a future NCS commemorative 
medal. 

E. J. McCarten, D.D.S. (1269) 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

FOR FREE ENTERPRISE 

I wish to give my reasons for 
writing-in, on the most recent 
Official Ballot, the suggestion that 
we honor the American Free 
Enterprise System. 

In the recent political cam¬ 
paign, we heard a great deal from 
various candidates about “the in¬ 
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terests,” monopoly, purportedly 
low wages and high prices, “big 
profits” of huge corporations, etc. 
This is quite usual in political 
campaigns. But it has a dangerous 
effect on the minds of average 
citizens because it confuses them 
about the real facts regarding 
their economic system: capital¬ 
ism, or free enterprise. 

If Americans heard this sort of 
thing only during political cam¬ 
paigns, they might dismiss it as 
campaign oratory. But it goes on 
continuously, and, as shown by 
numerous surveys, has influenced 
the minds of many Americans to 
such an extent that they are ready 
to swallow the contentions of the 
demagogues. 

Nowhere is this better illus¬ 
trated than in the mistaken be¬ 
liefs held by numerous citizens 
about the profits of corporations. 
Likewise, we find that our school 
children are not taught objectively 
about our profit system of free 
enterprise. As a result, they hold 
very distorted views, aided and 
abetted by their teachers. 

Here in Arizona, we have a 
small group of teachers who are 
berating a fine Superintendent of 
Public Instruction for carrying 
out the wishes of the State Legis¬ 
lature by instituting a course in 
Free Enterprise in our public 
school system. Some even say 
that, since we are becoming more 
and more socialistic as a nation, a 
course in free enterprise is useless! 

It would seem to me that we 
ought to be proud of our system 


of free enterprise and make every 
effort to preserve it. The alterna¬ 
tive to the profit system is social¬ 
ism or communism, where the 
government controls and regulates 
everything, including where, how 
and when you will work and for 
how much, and where everybody 
and everything — save the ruling 
elite — is reduced to a grinding 
mediocrity. 

I am sure that the members of 
The National Commemorative 
Society believe in and love their 
country and its system of free 
enterprise and would therefore 
honor that system by selecting it 
as a subject for a future com¬ 
memorative medal. 

Helen J. Sprague (0674) 
Tucson, Arizona 

SECONDING NOMINATION 

I would like to second the 
nomination by C. M. Hallam 
(1107), calling for a medal to be 
struck in commemoration of the 
National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers. 

Maurice Anderson, Jr. (1195) 
Tempe, Arizona 


COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

(continued from page 2) 

No. 110 — September, 1973 
Walter Reed 

Sculptor — Elizabeth Jones 
No. Ill — October, 1973 
Apollo 17 

Sculptor — Imre Mosdossy 
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ANTHONY JONES 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Alaskan Gold Discovery 
Coin-Medal 

Anthony Jones was born in 
Philadelphia on March 22, 1947. 
He studied at the Hussian School 
of Art in Philadelphia and then 
joined the talented roster of sculp¬ 
tors at The Franklin Mint. 

In the four years since, Mr. 
Jones has designed and sculptured 
over 150 different medals. 

Perhaps his best-known work is 
the series of 20 Official Big Game 
Medals which he sculptured for 
issue under the aegis of the East 
African Wild Life Society. 

To obtain first-hand informa¬ 
tion on his subject, this sculptor 
actually traveled to Africa on 
safari. 

When not sculpturing, Mr. 
Jones is an avid student of history. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Medals: Ohio State University 


Centennial Medal, Ohio State 
University, 1969; Gemini 9 Com¬ 
memorative Medal, Spacecraft 
Medals, 1969; Battle of Gonzales 
Commemorative Medal; Wm. B. 
Travis Commemorative Medal, 
and Battle of San Jacinto Com¬ 
memorative Medal, Texas Under 
Six Flags Series, 1969; Daniel 
Boone Bicentennial Commemora¬ 
tive Medal, 1969; Benjamin 
Franklin Commemorative Medal, 
1969; Fort Ross Medal and Golden 
Hind Medal, California Commem¬ 
orative Society, 1970; Surveyor I 
Medal, 1970; Friendship 7 Medal, 
1970; Apollo 7 Medal, 1970; 
Apollo 11 Medal, 1970; Blanche 
Bruce Commemorative Medal, 
American Negro Commemorative 
Society, 1971; Daniel Boone 
Medal, 1971; Florida Sesquicen- 
tennial Medal, Pensacola Histori¬ 
cal Society, 1971; 20 Official Big 
Game Medals, East African Wild 
Life Society, 1971; Eiffel Tower 
Medal, Encyclopedia Britannica 
Wonder of Mankind Series, 1971; 
Henry Ford Commemorative, In¬ 
ternational Fraternal Commemo¬ 
rative Society, 1971; St. Teresa 
Medal, Catholic Art Guild, 1972; 
Vincent Lombardi Medal, Pro 
Football Hall of Fame, 1972; 
Leonardo Da Vinci Medal, Medal- 
lie History of Medicine, 1972; 
Italian Air Force Medal, History 
of Flight Series, 1972; Roman 
Coliseum Medal, 1972; Igor Si¬ 
korsky Medal, 1972, 
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The Alaskan Gold Discovery Coin-Medal 
Sculptured by Anthony Jones 

104th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


The Alaska of the 1880s was a 
remote, unexplored and unknown 
wilderness. It was truly “the last 
frontier” — a stern and savage 
country that exacted a toll of life 
and limb from the hardy adven¬ 
turers who sought to penetrate its 
vast uncharted territories. 

In a sense, these adventurers 
represented the final advance 
guard in the great American epic 
— the westward questing for 
greater freedom and greater op¬ 
portunity. 

Gold was first discovered in 
Alaska in 1880. It was found in 
the Gastineau Channel area by 
Joseph Juneau, whose initial find 
led to an influx of new settlers. 
And, as the gold mines began to 
multiply, towns like Juneau, 
Douglas and Tredwell sprang up 


in the manner of boom towns 
everywhere. 

Then, in 1896, the original dis¬ 
covery of gold was followed by 
the famous Klondike discovery in 
the Yukon Territory. 

Until then, the Klondike was 
virtually unknown. But by 1897, 
a tremendous gold rush was 
under way. More than 30,000 
men and a small number of 
women rushed to the Klondike, 
traveling up the Yukon River or 
over the passes from the Gulf of 
Alaska. 

One of the most popular routes 
to the Klondike was by way of 
Skagway, Alaska, at the northern 
end of the Lynn Canal. From 
there, the gold seekers had to trek 
over the dangerous White Pass to 
the Atlin Lakes; then journey 
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downstream' to Whitehorse, Lake 
Laberge, and down the Lewes 
River, one of the headwaters of 
the Yukon. 

The trip was long, arduous and 
expensive. All supplies had to be 
carried on human back. Many 
prospectors did not have the 
necessary clothes, food, and tools; 
others could not stand the rigor¬ 
ous life, and a considerable num¬ 
ber froze to death. Supplies were 
scarce, so great profits were made 
by traders -— and by the supply 
stores, saloons and gambling 
houses. In fact, the owners of 
many such operations actually ac¬ 
cumulated more gold than most 
of the miners. 

The odds weighed heavily 
against the prospector. For the 
Klondike district, like other gold 
camps in the interior of Alaska, 
required a method of placer min¬ 
ing different from that in other 
sections of the United States. 

The ground, covered with moss 
to a depth of from twelve to 
eighteen inches, was frozen solid 
from just below the moss right 
down to bedrock — usually struck 
at a depth of ten to fifteen feet 
(though in many places was as 
much as twenty-five or thirty feet 
below the surface). The heat of 
the sun, even in the hottest days 
of summer when the thermometer 
registered 100 degrees in the 
shade, had no effect on the frozen 
ground until the moss was re¬ 
moved. Thus, the rich pay-streak, 
usually found at bedrock, could 
only be reached by “burning the 


ground.” It was a tedious and ex¬ 
pensive process, which frequently 
resulted only in disappointment 
and disaster to the prospector. 

Although the severity of the 
Alaskan winters were dreaded, 
most prospectors — called “sour¬ 
doughs”— found the coming of 
the cold weather a blessed relief 
from the vicious and never-ending 
attacks of mosquitoes and flies. 
The flies — called “no-see ’urns” 
by the Indians—were of a variety 
so small that a person was never 
aware of their presence until bit¬ 
ten. And their bite left a persistent 
and annoying itch. 

The life of the early settlers in 
Alaska has often been described 
as one of lawlessness and crime, 
struggle and hardship. Yet that 
was not entirely true. Most of the 
bona fide pioneers were basically 
hard-working, honest, decent mid¬ 
dle class men and women — 
though often naive and unusually 
disillusioned over their chances 
for finding and retaining fortunes 
in gold. 

By 1900, gold production from 
Alaska reached $27,000,000 a 
year. But it dropped off thereafter 
as the richer streams were worked 
out. Soon, important towns like 
Dawson, terminal of the Yukon 
River boat traffic lost their im¬ 
portance and dwindled in size. 

The boom was over. Many had 
died and a few became rich. One 
of the most romantic eras in the 
history of our nation was at an 
end. Yet, somehow, our nation 
was a little richer. 
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THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY, BOX 100. LANSDOWNE. PENNA. 19050 


Volume 11 - Number 5 April , 1973 

ANDREW KOSTOLNIK WINS EXHIBIT 
AWARD FOR 1st QUARTER 

An outstanding display of NCS coin-medals (see picture on page 2), 
designed and constructed by Andrew Kostolnik of Louisville, Kentucky, 


has won First Prize in the First 
Quarterly NCS Exhibit Contest 
of 1973. For his efforts, Mr. 
Kostolnik has received the cash 
prize of $250.00 and a handsome 
gold-plated trophy. 

His display was exhibited in a 
non-competitive class at the Louis¬ 
ville Coin Club Show, where it 
received excellent reviews from 
those in attendance. 

The Second Quarterly NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Contest of 1973 is now 
under way. Entries may be exhi¬ 
bited any time between April 1 
and June 30, 1973. A $250.00 
cash prize and a gold-plated 
trophy will be given for the best 
NCS exhibit presented during this 
period, and two additional awards 
will be made for the best NCS 
exhibit presented during each of 
the two subsequent quarters of 
1973. All four 1973 winners will 
then compete in the yearly finals, 
and an Honorary Lifetime Mem¬ 
bership in NCS will be awarded 


to the member whose exhibit is 
judged “Best of 1973.” 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
113th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Memorial Tribute to Lyndon 
B. Johnson has been selected by 
NCS members to be the subject of 
the 113th NCS Commemorative 
— the 13th issue of Series III. 
This commemorative is scheduled 
to be issued in December, 1973. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 


A Memorial Tribute to 

Lyndon B. Johnson . 926 

A Commemorative in Honor of 

the Battle of the Ironclads .. . 752 
A Commemorative Tribute to 

James Polk. 428 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 150th Anniversary of 
the Monroe Doctrine . 395 


The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 








A Commemorative Tribute to 
Thomas Paine 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Eli Whitney 

The current ballot is for the 
114th NCS Commemorative (the 
fourteenth commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in January, 1974. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by May 15 to be 
included in the count. 

CQMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 106 —May, 1973 
Truman Memorial 
Sculptor — Gilroy Roberts 
No. 107 —June, 1973 
Niagara Falls 
Sculptor — James Ferrell 


No. 108 —July, 1973 
Chester Nimitz 
Sculptor — Lewis King 

No. 109 — August, 1973 
Jamestown 

Sculptor — Joseph DiLorenzo 

No. 110 — September, 1973 
Walter Reed 

Sculptor — Elizabeth Jones 

No. Ill—October, 1973 
Apollo 17 

Sculptor — Imre Mosdossy 

No. 112 — November, 1973 
Peace in Vietnam 
Sculptor — John Terken 



Andrew Kostolnik won $250 for this display of NCS coin-medals. 
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MAILBAG 


WIDE VARIETY 

Several years ago I was an 
avid numismatist. But in order to 
appear above suspicion upon as¬ 
suming my new job as a bank 
examiner, I decided to collect only 
non-coinage medals. 

The only commemorative so¬ 
ciety that I belong to is NCS. I 
haven’t joined another because of 
the wide variety of people, places 
and events NCS honors. Likewise, 
I doubt whether any other society 
could produce more beautiful and 
perfect medals than NCS. 

My other collections include 
centennial medals and tokens, 
civil war tokens and store cards, 
transportation tokens and wooden 
nickels. 

Keep up the good work. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

NEW MEMBERS WRITE 

I am looking forward to re¬ 
ceiving the next commemorative 


as well as the Collector’s Chests 
that I recently ordered. As a new 
member, I must say that I have 
been very pleased with the excel¬ 
lent commemorative medals and 
with the service I have received 
from The National Commemora¬ 
tive Society. 

Michael M. Gahagan (0164) 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

As a new NCS member, I want 
to say that our medals are very 
beautiful. I am looking forward 
to receiving the future medals, 
which I am sure will be equally 
outstanding. I am also quite 
pleased with the original issue 
price of just $7.25 each. 

Thanks again for the oppor¬ 
tunity of joining NCS. The 
Membership Certificate and the 
Membership Card are almost as 
dear to me as the medals. 

Bedford W. Lasley, Jr. (5034) 
Nashville, Tennessee 
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NCS HISTORY 
RE-LIVED 

Recently I completed the trans- 
ferral of my NCS commemora- 
tives from their Collector’s Chests 
to the more compact Deluxe 
Albums which will accommodate 
fifty medals each. I must admit to 
approaching the problem as a 
week-end chore. But I soon found 
out how wrong I was. During the 
process, I re-lived the history of 
NCS. 

The first five medals, struck as 
one-tone proofs rather than with 
the beautiful frosted finish; the 
several changes in Lucite holders 
before they were perfected; my 
own feeling of consternation that 
I (as a printer for forty years) 
had not noticed the error on the 
Jefferson medal. 

I realized that I had never seen 
most of these coin-medals out¬ 
side of the octagonal holders they 
arrived in. The exquisite beauty 
of these pieces just cannot be 
thoroughly appreciated through 
the holders. 

As the process went along, I 
became reacquainted with old 
favorites—The Babe Ruth Medal 
—a beautiful job. The Mayflower 
Medal—Number 1 for me. Fol¬ 
lowed the very next month by 
The Audubon Medal. And many 
others. 

In closing, I wish to nominate 
the famous Jean Louis Agassiz as 
a worthy subject for a coin-medal. 
This December will mark the 
100th anniversary of his death. 


A coin-medal in his honor would 
be a most fitting memorial. 

CarlL. Farnham (0441) 
Shaftsbury, Vermont 

FATHER MARQUETTE 
NOMINATED 

In 1671 Father (Pere) Mar¬ 
quette founded his first mission 
in this country at St. Ignace, 
Michigan. I think it would be 
fitting and proper to put his name 
on a future NCS ballot. After 
establishing his mission, he, to¬ 
gether with Joliet, explored the 
“Great River of the West” (the 
Mississippi) and opened that area 
to traders — setting the stage for 
300 years of midwest history. 

James J. Curto (3207) 
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 

TOUGH DECISION 

You forced us to make a most 
difficult decision last month. 
Every subject on the ballot is very 
special. Out of respect to a past 
President, I am voting for Lyndon 
B. Johnson. But I also feel that 
all the others should be repeated 
to give us a second chance. 

Lucile R. Farber (4848) 
Toledo, Ohio 

SECONDING NOMINATION 

I would like to second the 
original nomination submitted by 
Ted Sorrentino (0153) for a com¬ 
memorative medal in honor of all 
of the Apollo Moon Missions. 

Daniel W. Davenport (0285) 
Toccoa, Georgia 
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BOBBY FISCHER SUGGESTED 

I would like to nominate Robert 
J. Fischer as a subject worthy of 
being commemorated by NCS. 
With his recent victory over Boris 
Spassky of the Soviet Union for 
the World Chess Championship, 
he has made America re-discover 
the thrill of playing chess. I hope 
that we will someday issue a com¬ 
memorative medal honoring this 
chess genius. 

Gary Munsch (4501) 
N. Massapequa, New York 

PAST AND FUTURE 
COMMEMORATIVES 

The George Washington Com¬ 
memorative Medal is truly beau¬ 
tiful. Michael Rizzello must have 
designed this medal so that every 
collector would desire it. It is pro¬ 
foundly simple with exquisite 
detail, and yet it still includes 
everything that makes it a very 
patriotic medal. The eagle on the 
reverse is outstanding. 

I enjoyed receiving the Frederic 
Remington Medal sculptured by 
Richard Baldwin. I have The 
Franklin Mint’s “Horizons West” 
plate sculptured by Mr. Baldwin. 
It can certainly be said that he 
knows horses. 

I am looking forward to the 
Jamestown Commemorative being 
sculptured by Joseph DiLorenzo. 
He belongs to the club I attend in 
Demarest, New Jersey. He was 
kind enough to show us movies of 
some of his previous work, and 


we are proud to have him among 
our members in the Northern 
Valley Coin Club. 

Thank you for the beautiful 
National Commemorative Society 
commemorative medals. 

Violet M. Creamer (3742) 
Fort Lee, New Jersey 

FIREMEN NOMINATED 

I would like to see our Society 
give serious consideration to the 
issue of a medal commemorating 
the departed fire-fighters of Amer¬ 
ica. 

In 1972, more than 200 mem¬ 
bers of this great peacetime army 
of volunteer and professional 
fire-fighters made the supreme 
sacrifice while protecting and sav¬ 
ing life and property in our great 
nation. 

George J. Bertsch (1799) 
Kenmore, New York 

Some time back, I nominated 
the volunteer firemen of our na¬ 
tion. Although my letter was pub¬ 
lished and another seconded the 
nomination, that subject has not 
been placed on an NCS ballot. 
Perhaps if this letter was also 
published, enough members would 
then reply to have the volunteer 
firemen placed on an NCS ballot. 

How about considering com- 
memoratives in honor of the fol¬ 
lowing: the PT boats of World 
War II, U.S. battleships, and the 
whaling industry? 

Edward M. Blaha (1702) 
Markham, Illinois 
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ALBERT WEIN 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Sam Houston 
Coin-Medal 

Albert Wein was born July 27, 
1915, in New York City. The 
son of Elsa Wein, the well- 
known portrait painter, Mr. Wein 
studied at Maryland Institute, 
the Beaux Arts Institute of De¬ 
sign, the National Academy of 
Design, Grand Central School 
of Art, and abroad. 

He is a Fellow of the Ameri¬ 
can Academy of Rome and the 
National Sculpture Society, and 
a member of the Architectural 
League, Allied Artists of Amer¬ 
ica, Society of Motion Picture 
Art Directors, and the Interna¬ 
tional Institute of Arts and 
Letters. 

His paintings and sculpture are 
included in several of the world’s 
outstanding collections, including 
those of the late Pope Pius XII, 
the late King Gustav of Sweden, 
former President Granchi of Italy 
and General David Sarnoff. 


Wein, who is also a teacher, 
lecturer and writer, was most re¬ 
cently Professor of Art at the 
University of Wyoming. He cur¬ 
rently resides in Encino, Cali¬ 
fornia, with his wife, Deyna, and 
their two daughters. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Coins and Medals: Henry D. 
Abery Medal, Architectural 
League, 1944; Lindsey Morris 
Medal, National Sculpture Soci¬ 
ety, 1946; Victory Medal, Archi¬ 
tectural League, 1947; Custer’s 
Last Stand Coin-Medal, National 
Commemorative Society, 1966; 
Paul Cuffe Commemorative 
Medal, American Negro Com¬ 
memorative Society, 1970; 25th 
Anniversary of the United Na¬ 
tions Coin-Medal, National Com¬ 
memorative Society, 1970; Frank¬ 
lin D. Roosevelt Coin-Medal, 
International Fraternal Commem¬ 
orative Society, 1971. 

• Sculpture: Bronze portrait bust, 
Gramercy Park Memorial Chapel, 
New York City; limestone group, 
Brookgreen Gardens, S. C. 

• Awards: Beaux Arts Institute 
Competitions, 11 awards, 1934; 
Honorable Mention, bas - relief 
panel, U. S. War Department 
Competition, 1941; Louis Bennett 
Prize, National Sculpture Society, 
1942; Henry O. Avery Prize, 
Architectural League Exhibit, 
1944; Lindsey Morris Prize, Na¬ 
tional Sculpture Society, 1946; 
First Prize, Hudson Valley Art 
Association Exhibit, 1949. 
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THE SAM HOUSTON COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Albert Wein 

105th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Samuel Houston was born in 
Rockbridge county, Virginia, on 
March 2, 1793. After his father 
died in 1807, his mother took him 
and her eight other children to 
Tennessee. There young Sam lived 
for three years with the Cherokee 
Indians, who nicknamed him “the 
Raven.” At 19, he opened a pri¬ 
vate school. 

In 1813, Houston joined the 
U. S. Army, distinguished him¬ 
self while receiving three severe 
wounds at the Battle of Horseshoe 
Bend against the Creek Indians, 
and began a lifelong friendship 
with his commanding general, 
Andrew Jackson. Before resigning 
from the Army, as a first lieu¬ 
tenant, five years later, he served 
as a subagent to the Cherokee 
Indians — and created quite a 
bit of controversy. Specifically, 
he antagonized those white men 


who sought to prey on the Chero¬ 
kee. He also drew a rebuke from 
Secretary of War John C. Calhoun 
for appearing before him in 
Washington in Indian dress. 

During the last six months of 
1818, Houston completed a law 
course that usually required 18 
months. In 1819, he was elected 
attorney general of Tennessee. 
But before his term ended, he 
resigned to enter private practice. 

In 1823, taking full advantage 
of his commanding appearance 
and vigorous personality, Houston 
was elected to Congress, where he 
served two terms. In 1827, he 
was elected Governor of Ten¬ 
nessee. 

When his marriage ended in 
1829, he resigned as Governor, 
leaving Tennessee and settling 
with the Cherokees in what is 
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now Oklahoma. 

Late in 1832, Houston moved 
to Texas, where he soon became 
caught up in the developing 
struggle for independence from 
Mexico. While Stephen E. Austin, 
the colonizer and “father” of 
Texas, was clinging to his policy 
of moderation, Houston advo¬ 
cated open war. He was made 
commander in chief of Texas 
armed forces, first by the pro¬ 
visional government and later by 
the body of representatives who, 
on March 2, 1836 (Houston’s 
birthday), declared Texas an in¬ 
dependent republic. 

The Alamo fell to the Mexican 
troops of General Antonio Lopez 
de Santa Anna around dawn on 
March 6. As soon as word of the 
total annihilation of the Alamo 
defenders reached other settlers, 
they began to flee eastward with 
their families in what was called 
the Runaway Scrape. But Hous¬ 
ton managed to keep a small force 
of fighting men together — and 
then to increase its number — 
while he retreated eastward, forc¬ 
ing Santa Anna’s columns to 
extend their lines. 

Then, on April 21, 1836, his 
army of less than 800 men sur¬ 
prised Santa Anna’s army of 
nearly 1,500 camped on the San 
Jacinto River (near what is now 
Houston) and, with the loss of 
only nine men killed more than 
600 Mexican soldiers and cap¬ 
tured 730. Santa Anna was taken 
prisoner the next day. 

In the election that followed, 
Houston was overwhelmingly 


elected President of the new Re¬ 
public of Texas. He served a 
2-year term (1836-1838), advo¬ 
cating annexation of Texas to the 
United States. Although he did 
not succeed himself as President, 
he was reelected to that post in 
1841, serving through 1844. In 
1845, Texas joined the Union — 
and Sam Houston and Thomas J. 
Rusk were chosen as the new 
State’s first U. S. Senators. 

In 1840, Houston had married 
Margaret Lea of Alabama. But 
during his years as a senator 
(1846-1859), she remained at 
home in Texas with their growing 
family — eight children in all. 

As Civil War drew near, Hous¬ 
ton was one of the few Southern 
political leaders to oppose seces¬ 
sion. He would have liked to re¬ 
tire to farm and family. But — to 
uphold his principles — he agreed 
to run for Governor again. De¬ 
spite charges of “treason” and 
“cowardice” leveled by secession¬ 
ist agitators, he was elected in 
1859. Then, during Abraham 
Lincoln’s successful campaign for 
the Presidency, Houston made a 
speech at Austin declaring seces¬ 
sion to be treason. 

But even he could not hold 
back the tides. In March of 1861, 
when he refused to take an oath 
of allegiance to the Confederate 
government, a convention of 
secessionists removed him from 
office. 

Sam Houston died two years 
later, on July 26, 1863 — a man 
of steadfast principle to the very 
end. 
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HARRY S TRUMAN MEMORIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE ISSUED 


The long awaited commemorative honoring Harry S Truman has 
become a reality with the issuance of this month’s NCS commemora¬ 
tive coin-medal. This inspiring -—-- 

piece was designed and sculpted 
by the dean of American medal- 
lie sculptors, Gilroy Roberts. 

Mr. Roberts was the sculptor 
of the John F. Kennedy portrait 
on the famous Kennedy half dol¬ 
lar and has made this month’s 
NCS commemorative a fine com¬ 
panion piece. Both the John F. 

Kennedy portrait on the half 
dollar and the Harry S Truman 
portrait on the NCS commemo¬ 
rative have been sculptured in 
the same “profile style” and with 
the same distinctive “GR” initials. 


BATTLE OF THE IRONCLADS 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
114th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative in Honor 
of the Battle of the Ironclads— 
the Monitor versus the Merrimac 
—has been selected by NCS 
members to be the subject of the 
114th NCS Commemorative — 
the 14th issue of Series III. This 


commemorative is scheduled to 
be issued in January, 1974. 

The final count of votes cast 
on last month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 

the Battle of the Ironclads.. . 1014 
A Commemorative Tribute to 

Eli Whitney . 749 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

Thomas Paine . 515 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

James Polk . 251 

The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of the 
First Continental Congress 
A Commemorative Tribute to 
John Philip Sousa 

The current ballot is for the 
115th NCS Commemorative (the 
fifteenth commemorative in Series 
III), which is scheduled to be 
issued in February, 1974. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by June 15 to be 
included in the count. 








FIVE-MEDAL PLAQUES 
STILL AVAILABLE 

In response to many recent in¬ 
quiries, we are happy to report 
that NCS wall plaques holding 
five medals are still available. 
The plaques (see picture below) 
are made of red Lucite and are 
individually produced for NCS 
by Capital Plastics. Plastic rings, 
suitable for fall mounting, are 
included free of charge with all 
plaques ordered. 

These 6" x 8" plaques are 
priced at $8.50 each. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 107 —June, 1973 
Niagara Falls 
Sculptor — James Ferrell 


No. 108 —July, 1973 
Chester Nimitz 
Sculptor — Lewis King 
No. 109 — August, 1973 
Jamestown 

Sculptor — Joseph DiLorenzo 
No. 110 — September, 1973 
Walter Reed 

Sculptor — Elizabeth Jones 
No. Ill—October, 1973 
Apollo 17 

Sculptor — Imre Mosdossy 
No. 112 — November, 1973 
Peace in Vietnam 
Sculptor — John Terken 
No. 113 — December, 1973 
Lyndon B. Johnson Memorial 
Sculptor — to be announced 



FIVE-MEDAL NCS WALL PLAQUE 
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MAILBAG 


“HELLO” FROM NEW 
NCS MEMBER 

I was very pleased to have 
been accepted into The National 
Commemorative Society. As a 
new member starting my collec¬ 
tion of your exceptionally beauti¬ 
ful commemoratives, I was de¬ 
lighted to receive my first medal 
honoring our first President — 
George Washington. 

I now look forward to receiv¬ 
ing a new commemorative every 
month for many years to come. 
These proofs are a lasting trib¬ 
ute to the people and events that 
are commemorated. 

Finally, I would like to say a 
hearty “hello” to all other NCS 
members. 

Thomas A. Pagano (5233) 
Oak Brook, Illinois 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

I have now received the first 
four commemoratives in Series 
III and I must say that they far 


exceeded my expectations and I 
am truly happy with them. I am 
very pleased to be an NCS 
member and shall look forward 
to receiving each new com¬ 
memorative. 

I would like to nominate a 
commemorative in recognition of 
Agriculture. I think this would 
be an appropriate tribute to the 
approximately 6% of our nation’s 
population who provide food 
and fibre for this great country 
of ours as well as for other 
parts of the world. 

Benton E. Jones (4728) 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

ELECTRICAL INVENTOR 

Why not commemorate Nikola 
Tesla — the inventor of alter¬ 
nating current — as well as many 
other electrical inventions. Every 
time anyone flips a switch on, 
he has Mr. Tesla to thank. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 
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LIKES THREE SUBJECTS 

Personally, I would like to see 
three of four subjects on recent 
ballots commemorated. The 150th 
Anniversary of the Monroe Doc¬ 
trine would be my first choice, 
followed by Memorial Tributes 
to the late Lyndon B. Johnson 
and Jackie Robinson. 

My compliments to our mem¬ 
bers for nominating such out¬ 
standing subjects. 

Mrs. R. W. McMillan (0904) 
Overland Park, Kansas 

• A Memorial Tribute to Lyndon 
B. Johnson has been selected by 
NCS members to be the subject 
of the 113th NCS Commemora¬ 
tive which will be issued in De¬ 
cember. 

LIST OF SERIES I AND 
SERIES II MEDALS AVAILABLE 

I would like to express my 
appreciation to The National 
Commemorative Society for the 
superlative quality of the works 
being produced under your aus¬ 
pices. I have received the first 
four medals in the new series 
and I am delighted with all of 
them. 

As a new member of the Soci¬ 
ety, I am not familiar with the 
subjects already commemorated 
with the first 100 Issues. If 
available, a list of these subjects 
would be much appreciated as 
it would be of great value in 
making future nominations. 

The main difficulty at present 
is voting for only one subject on 
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the Official Ballot. Almost every 
subject listed is well worthy of 
commemoration. 

Sherman Rider (0598) 
Lowell, Massachusetts 

• Thank you for your kind com¬ 
ments, Mr. Rider. A list of the 
first 100 NCS Commemoratives 
is on its way to you. This list is 
available to all NCS members 
upon request. 

FOR FREE ENTERPRISE 

I would like to compliment 
the nomination by Helen J. 
Sprague (0674) of the American 
Free Enterprise System. I would 
also like to suggest that, if the 
subject is selected by the NCS 
members, that you ask the Amer¬ 
ican Economic Foundation in 
New York for assistance in de¬ 
veloping the theme of the issue. 
The American Economic Foun¬ 
dation was responsible for the 
Hall of Free Enterprise at the 
1965 New York World’s Fair. 
Those exhibits are now housed 
at the International Center for 
the Study of Free Enterprise in 
Oda, Michigan. 

Marcus H. Asch (4271) 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

I would also like to nominate 
a commemorative in honor of 
the American Free Enterprise 
System as presented by Helen J. 
Sprague (0674) in the March 
1973, NEWSLETTER. 

Ruth E. Moody (4518) 
San Marino, California 


RECENT DONATIONS 

This letter will acknowledge 
the receipt of Sterling Silver 
Proof No. 1 of the William 
Penn Coin-Medal. We feel that 
this medal is particularly appro¬ 
priate to both ourselves as the 
William Penn Memorial Museum 
and to the history of Pennsyl¬ 
vania and are quite grateful for 
your generosity in sending it 
to us. 

Bruce S. Bazelon 
Registrar 

William Penn Memorial Museum 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

• The William Penn Memorial 
Museum has recently been 
awarded Sterling Silver Proof 
No. 1 of the William Penn 
Coin-Medal. 

I want you to know how very 
much I appreciate your gracious¬ 
ness in presenting to me Sterling 
Silver Proof No. 1 of your 103rd 
Commemorative Coin-Medal is¬ 
sued in honor of Frederic Rem¬ 
ington. It is indeed a beautiful 
commemorative medal and a fine 
credit to the great Western artist. 

Dr. Harold McCracken 
Whitney Gallery of 
Western Art 
Cody, Wyoming 

• Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 of 
the Frederic Remington Com¬ 
memorative has recently been 
awarded to The Whitney Gallery 
of Western Art. 

On behalf of George Wash¬ 
ington Birthplace National Mon¬ 


ument, I want to thank the Soci¬ 
ety for the presentation of Ster¬ 
ling Silver Proof No. 1 honoring 
George Washington. It has be¬ 
come a fine addition to our 
collection. 

Mario G. Acock 
Superintendent 
George Washington Birthplace 
National Monument 
Washington’s Birthplace, Virginia 

• The George Washington Birth¬ 
place National Monument has 
recently been awarded Sterling 
Silver Proof No. 1 of the George 
Washington Commemorative. 

On behalf of our Board of 
Trustees, please accept our sin¬ 
cere thanks and appreciation for 
Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of 
your 103rd Commemorative 
Coin-Medal honoring Frederic 
Remington. The medal is beauti¬ 
fully reproduced and I am sure 
it will be a popular collector’s 
item. 

We are so pleased to have the 
commemorative medal for the 
Museum’s collection and it will 
be displayed in an appropriate 
setting. 

Thank you again for your 
generosity in considering the 
Museum as an owner of such a 
fine piece. 

Mildred B. Dillenbeck 
Curator 

Remington Art Memorial 
Ogdensburg, New York 

• Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of 
the Frederic Remington Coin- 
Medal has been presented to the 
Remington Art Memorial. 
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GILROY ROBERTS 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Harry S Truman 
Memorial Coin-Medal 

Gilroy Roberts was born 
March il, 1905, in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Both of his par¬ 
ents were artists. He attended 
evening classes at Frankford 
High School in Philadelphia, 
under Paul Remy, and studied 
at Corcoran Art School in Wash¬ 
ington, D. C., under Eugene Weis 
and Heinz Warnecke. 

Roberts’ illustrious career be¬ 
gan June 1, 1936, when he 
joined the United States Mint as 
an Assistant Sculptor-Engraver. 
He also served at the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., where he designed 
several postage stamps. He re¬ 
turned to the Mint as Assistant 
Sculptor-Engraver May 1, 1944, 
and was appointed Chief Sculp¬ 
tor-Engraver July 22, 1948. On 
October 8, 1964, he retired from 
that position to become Chair¬ 
man of the Board of The Frank- 
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lin Mint, a position he still holds. 
Mr. Roberts is best known for 
his Kennedy portrait on the Ken¬ 
nedy half-dollar. He is con¬ 
sidered by many to be the finest 
medallic portrait sculptor of 
our time. 

His principal works include: 

• Coins and Medals: Kennedy 
half-dollar, obverse, 1964; Den¬ 
mark 5 kroner, 1944; El Salva¬ 
dor 50 and 25 centavos, obverse, 
1953; Cuba 1 peso, 50, 25, 5 
and 1 centavo, obverse, 1953; 
Haiti 10 and 5 centimes, ob¬ 
verse, 1958; Liberia one dollar, 
50, 25, 10, 5 and one cent, ob¬ 
verse, 1959; Medals of Harry 
Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, 
John Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, 
George Humphrey, Douglas Dil¬ 
lon, William H. Brett and Eva 
Adams; Congressional medals of 
Irving Berlin, Dr. Jonas Salk, Sir 
Winston Churchill, and Admiral 
Rickover. Also NCS “In God 
We Trust,” Three Astronauts 
Memorial, Robert Kennedy and 
Eisenhower Memorial Coin- 
Medals; the BCS Geoffrey Chau¬ 
cer Commemorative Medal; the 
IFCS George Washington Coin- 
Medal; the SCFC Joan of Arc 
and Sarah Bernhardt Coin- 
Medals; the ANCS Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Mahalia 
Jackson Commemorative Medals 
and the CCMS Saint Peter Com¬ 
memorative Medal. 

• Awards: National Sculpture So¬ 
ciety Bas-Relief Exhibit, 1951; 
Gold Medal and Citation, Inter¬ 
national Exhibit of Coins and 
Medals, Madrid, Spain, 1951. 




The Harry S Truman Memorial Coin-Medal 
Sculptured by Gilroy Roberts 

106th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 

I never give them hell; / just tell the truth and they think it’s hell. 

—Harry S Truman 


Harry S Truman was born 
May 8, 1884, in Lamar, Mis¬ 
souri. In 1890 the Truman family 
moved to Independence, Missouri, 
a few miles east of Kansas 
City. There, after high school, 
young Harry worked for the 
railroad and, later, for two local 
banks. 

World War I provided new 
opportunities. Commissioned by 
the National Guard, Truman 
served in France in command of 
Battery D of the 129th Field 
Artillery, 35th Division, Ameri¬ 
can Expeditionary Force, fighting 
in major battles late in the war. 

After returning home in 1919, 
he married Elizabeth (Bess) 
Wallace and established a cloth¬ 
ing store in downtown Kansas 
City. The marriage prospered, 
but the store did not. Founded 


during the postwar boom, it col¬ 
lapsed in the postwar depression. 
Left with heavy debts, Truman 
was forced to think once again 
about his career. 

Encouraged by the Kansas 
City Democratic organization, 
Truman turned to politics. He 
was elected Judge of the Jackson 
County Court in 1922, failed in 
reelection in 1924, became pre¬ 
siding Judge of the Court two 
years later, and was reelected 
in 1930. 

In 1934, Truman ran for the 
U. S. Senate. He defeated two 
other Democrats in the primary 
and an anti-New Deal Republi¬ 
can in the general election. 

As a first-term Senator, Tru¬ 
man supported the New Deal and 
worked hard on his committee 
assignments. Yet, in spite of his 
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many accomplishments and his 
support of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Senator Truman came 
close to defeat in 1940. 

But he did win and, after his 
reelection, he began a series of 
investigations that brought him 
fame and saved American tax¬ 
payers millions of dollars. As 
head of the Special Committee 
to Investigate the National De¬ 
fense Program, soon known as 
the Truman committee, he worked 
to promote economy and effici¬ 
ency on the economic side of the 
World War II military effort. 

In 1944, as running mate to 
President Roosevelt, Truman was 
elected as Vice President of the 
United States. 

When Roosevelt died on April 
12, 1945, Truman assumed the 
Presidency. There, he sought to 
carry out Roosevelt’s policies. 
He brought to fruition the plans 
for the unconditional surrender 
of Germany and the establish¬ 
ment of the United Nations. He 
made the fateful decision to use 
atomic bombs against Japan, be¬ 
lieving that they would end the 
war quickly and save lives. Hos¬ 
tilities with Germany ended on 
May 9 and with Japan on Au¬ 
gust 14. 

Truman’s major achievements 
in his first term were in the area 
of foreign affairs. They included 
the Truman Doctrine, the Mar¬ 
shall Plan, the Berlin airlift and 
NATO. 

By deciding to run for reelec¬ 
tion in 1948, Truman set the 
stage for the most startling upset 


in the history of American poli¬ 
tics. In contrast to the confident 
Republican nominee, Governor 
Thomas E. Dewey of New York, 
Truman campaigned vigorously. 
He traveled thousands of miles 
and made hundreds of speeches. 
The style of his campaign illus¬ 
trated his conception of himself 
as a “common man” and his con¬ 
ception of the President as 
champion of “the people.” 

The political analysts predicted 
a Republican landslide. But the 
people chose Harry. He received 
nearly half the total popular 
vote, outpolling Dewey by more 
than 2 million votes and securing 
303 electoral votes to 189 for 
Dewey. 

In spite of American military 
problems in 1950, Truman de¬ 
cided to send American forces 
to Korea to repel the communist 
forces. He feared that, if the 
United States failed to come to 
the aid of South Korea, the sys¬ 
tem of collective security he had 
been building would be weakened 
and the communists would grow 
bolder. 

After leaving the Presidency, 
Truman retired to his home in 
Independence, Missouri. 

He died in Kansas City on 
December 26, 1972, and was 
buried on the grounds of the 
Truman Library in Independence. 

During a perilous period in 
American history, Harry S Tru¬ 
man successfully defended West¬ 
ern civilization. Yet, to the end, 
he remained the champion of the 
common man. 
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MARATHON NOMINATION 
CAMPAIGN UNDERWAY 


A special NOMINATIONS for 
NCS newsletter. Each member 
jects which he or she believes are 
worthy of commemoration by 
NCS. All of the resulting nomi¬ 
nations will be tabulated, and the 
new subjects placed on future 
ballots will be those which were 
nominated by the largest number 
of NCS members. 

In the event some incident of 
special importance to Americans 
occurs during the ensuing months, 
the Board may decide to add that 
subject to the ballot as an addi¬ 
tional choice. But the main 
choices will come from the results 
of this semi-annual nomination 
campaign. 

REMINDER: QUARTERLY EXHIBIT 
CONTEST CLOSES JULY 10 

The deadline for submitting 
entries in the current Quarterly 
Exhibit Contest is July 10. The 
Quarterly Prize of $250 will be 
awarded to the NCS member 
who submits a photograph of the 
most interesting display of NCS 
material exhibited at some time 


is enclosed with this issue of the 
asked to list on this form all sub- 


during the months of April, May 
or June, 1973. The winner of this 
Quarterly Contest then becomes 
eligible to win an Honorary Life¬ 
time Membership by having his 
exhibit chosen the “Best of 1973.” 

200th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
115th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative in Honor 
of the 200th Anniversary of the 
First Continental Congress has 
been selected by NCS members 
to be the subject of the 115th 
NCS Commemorative — the 15th 
issue of Series HI. This commem¬ 
orative is scheduled to be issued 
in February, 1974. 

The final count of votes cast 
on last month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 200th Anniversary of the 
First Continental Congress.., 979 
A Commemorative Tribute to 
Eli Whitney . 752 
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the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 




The current ballot is for the 
116th NCS Commemorative (the 
sixteenth commemorative in Series 
III), which is scheduled to be 
issued in March, 1974. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by July 15 to be 
included in the count. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 108 —July, 1973 
Chester Nimitz 
Sculptor — Lewis King 
No. 109 — August, 1973 
Jamestown 

Sculptor — Joseph DiLorenzo 
No. 110 — September, 1973 
Walter Reed 

Sculptor — Elizabeth Jones 
No. Ill—October, 1973 
Apollo 17 

Sculptor — Imre Mosdossy 
No. 112 — November, 1973 
Peace in Vietnam 
Sculptor — John Terken 
No. 113—December, 1973 
Lyndon B. Johnson Memorial 
Sculptor — Robert Weinman 
No. H4 — January, 1974 
Battle of the Ironclads 
Sculptor — Arnold Bergier 


THREE CONTAINERS AVAILABLE 
FOR NCS PROOFS 

There are three ways in which 
you can house your NCS collec¬ 
tion, ranging from the traditional 
display chest to a luxurious 
plaque. 


As most members know, each 
Deluxe Collector’s Chest holds 10 
NCS proofs and is accompanied 
by a serially-numbered outside 
nameplate identifying the issues 
contained in that chest. Chests are 
now available to hold proofs 1-10, 
11-20, 21-30, 31-40, 41-50, 51-60, 
61-70, 71-80, 81-90, 91-100 and 
101-110. The chests (including out¬ 
side nameplate) cost $7.50 each. 

Second, and most strongly 
recommended, is the Deluxe 
Album which holds 50 proofs. 
Albums are currently available 
for Series I (the first 50 NCS 
commemoratives), Series II (the 
second 50 NCS commemoratives) 
and Series III (the third 50 NCS 
commemoratives). These albums 
cost $10.00 each. 


Third, and most elegant, is the 
Lucite wall plaque. Each wall 
plaque holds 50 proofs. Plaques 
— now available for Series I, 
Series II and Series III — are 
shipped complete with the appro¬ 
priate set of nameplates. The cost 
is $59.50 for each plaque ordered. 

All of the items listed above 
are currently in stock and may be 
ordered by sending a remittance 
in the proper amount to NCS 
headquarters. When ordering, be 
sure to specify the type of case 
desired. 
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IN THE MAILBAG 



HARRY S TRUMAN 
MEDAL LAUDED 

Your medal honoring Harry S 
Truman is the most outstanding 
work in my entire collection. I 
did not vote for Truman, but NCS 
has my vote for outstanding art 
and original thought. 

Frank S. Siegfried (0682) 

Atlantic Highlands, New Jersey 

I was delighted to receive the 
Harry S Truman Memorial Com¬ 
memorative. It is — as is usual 
with Mr. Gilroy Roberts’ work— 
beautifully done, and is, I think, a 
fitting commemorative to the man 
who will probably be recognized 
some day as the greatest United 
States President since Woodrow 
Wilson. 

There is, however, just one 
small quibble that I find in the 
subject article on pages 7 and 8 
of last month’s newsletter. No 
mention is made of one of Tru¬ 
man’s most significant actions — 
his prompt recognition of the in¬ 


fant State of Israel in her darkest 
hour in 1948. 

Without that speedy action on 
the part of Mr. Truman (an ac¬ 
tion which, incidentally, was 
firmly opposed by most of his 
advisors in the State Department), 
it is probable that Israel would 
not have survived, and that the 
courageous people there who had 
survived the Nazi holocaust would 
have perished in an even greater 
bloodbath! 

Perhaps other things that HST 
did will merit more space in the 
history books, but I think that 
this action is responsible for more 
fervent prayers for the repose of 
his soul than any other single 
accomplishment. 

Noel H. Seicol, M.D. (2862) 
Rye, New York 

This morning I received my 
106th Commemorative — the 
Harry S Truman Memorial Coin- 
Medal. It is truly a masterpiece! 

As a new member, I can think 
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of so many great Americans, such 
as Mr. Truman, who should be 
honored with an NCS Commemo¬ 
rative. For one, I would like to 
nominate Stephen F. Austin — 
“the Father of Texas” — for a 
future commemorative medal. 

Doris R. Fowler (0219) 
Anchorage, Alaska 

HIGHEST QUALITY 

I would like to say that the 
NCS commemorative medals are 
of the highest quality I have ever 
seen. I have been extremely 
pleased with all the medals that 
I have received. 

Mark A. Clark (0925) 
Enon, Ohio 

BICENTENNIAL PROPOSALS 

I would like to propose the fol¬ 
lowing for our nation’s Bicenten¬ 
nial in 1976: 

A special gold issue for July 
1976, commemorating our na¬ 
tion’s 200th birthday. 

A series of medals commemo¬ 
rating each of the thirteen original 
colonies. 

A world peace medal to honor 
the concept of peace for all 
nations. 

A vote by the membership on 
these ideas would prove very 
interesting. 

George J. Chonko (0546) 
Tomkins Cove, New York 

ROBERTO CLEMENTE ON 
THIS MONTH’S BALLOT 

Roberto Clemente died trying 
to help people who had suffered 


a great loss of life and home. He’s 
one of the “greats,” and a me¬ 
morial tribute in the form of a 
National Commemorative Society 
medal would be a fitting tribute. 

C. P. Everest, Jr. (1587) 

Winston Salem, North Carolina 
• A Memorial Tribute to Roberto 
Clemente, a subject nominated by 
many members, has been added 
to the current ballot for the 
116th NCS Commemorative. 

EARLY TEXANS 

I would like to see a medal 
struck to honor the early Ameri¬ 
can pioneers who came to the 
Fredericksburg, Texas, area to 
settle. This is today known as 
“Admiral Nimitz country.” 

These hard working people 
have contributed a great deal to 
the growth of our great country. 

Violet Greenwood (3644) 
West Chester, California 

PREVIOUS SUBJECTS 

There are a number of out¬ 
standing ballot subjects in the 
past that were eliminated be¬ 
cause of very stiff competition. 
Couldn’t we review some of these 
worthwhile subjects? 

Mrs. Ruth Bauer (1539) 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

ARMED FORCES MEDAL 
SUGGESTED 

How about a commemorative 
in honor of the Armed Forces? 
I feel that Bob Hope’s portrait 
should be on the obverse and the 
emblems of our Army, Navy and 
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Air Force should adorn the 
reverse. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

MORE DONATIONS 

I am pleased to say that Sterling 
Silver Proof No. 9 of the Yellow¬ 
stone National Park Centennial 
Commemorative arrived in this 
morning’s mail and it is indeed 
one of the most handsome com¬ 
memorative medals I have seen 
struck in recognition of the Na¬ 
tional Park Centennial. 

As you well know, 1972 was 
the 100th birthday of Yellow¬ 
stone, our nation’s first national 
park. From the concept of Yel¬ 
lowstone, the “national park idea” 
has grown to over 300 national 
parks in the United States. Today 
there are over 1200 national parks 
and preserves throughout the 
world. 

On behalf of the National Park 
Centennial Commission, I am 
pleased to accept your handsome 
commemorative medal and I am 
personally honored to have been 
the recipient of this outstanding 
tribute by The National Com¬ 
memorative Society. 

Edmund B. Thornton 
Chairman 
National Park Centennial 
Commission 
Washington, D.C. 

• The National Park Centennial 
Commission was recently awarded 
Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of the 
Yellowstone National Park Cen¬ 
tennial Commemorative. 


This is to acknowledge your 
gift of the coin-medal issued in 
honor of the American Clipper 
Ships. This makes an interesting 
addition to our collection of 
medals and we thank you for 
your generosity. 

Robert H. Burgess 
Curator 
Mariners Museum 
Newport News, Virginia 
• Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of 
the American Clipper Ships 
Commemorative was recently do¬ 
nated to the Mariners Museum. 

QUARTERLY CONTEST WINNER 
EXTENDS THANKS 

At this time, I wish to thank 
The National Commemorative 
Society for selecting my display 
as the winner of the First Quar¬ 
terly NCS Exhibit Contest of 
1973. Your action is most appre¬ 
ciated. 

The remittance for $250 ar¬ 
rived in good order. And this 
morning, when my trophy arrived, 
my wife and son were as amazed 
by its beauty as I was. 

I have been retired for 4Vi 
years now and I am going to be 
70 years of age soon. As I stated 
before, I will continue to collect 
NCS medals as long as I can. 

Again, thank you for continu¬ 
ing to issue these outstanding 
medals. It seems that each new 
issue gets better than the one 
before. 

Andrew Kostolnik, Jr. (3930) 
Louisville, Kentucky 
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JAMES FERRELL 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Niagara Falls 
Coin-Medal 

James Ferrell was born in Clay¬ 
ton, New Jersey, on September 
28, 1939. He attended the Penn¬ 
sylvania Academy of Fine Arts, 
and studied privately under Fred¬ 
erick Renninger. 

Mr. Ferrell is a Fellow of the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 
Arts and a Member of the Phila¬ 
delphia Museum of Art Club, the 
Philadelphia Print Club and the 
Philadelphia Watercolor Club. 

He presently resides in Phila¬ 
delphia with his wife Lisabeth, 
who is a painter, and their two 
children. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Coins and Medals: Carpenters’ 
Hall Commemorative Medal, 
Continental Bank. 1970; 1970 

Convention Medal, Token and 
Medal Society, 1970; The History 
of Pharmacy Antoine-Jerome Ba- 
lard Medal, Medical Heritage 


Society, 1970; United Nations In¬ 
ternational Schools Medal, United 
Nations Association of the United 
States, 1971; Hopi Indians Medal, 
Indian Tribal Series, 1971; Presi¬ 
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower Com¬ 
memorative Medal, International 
Numismatic Agency, 1971; Ber¬ 
nard Baruch and Andrew Car¬ 
negie Medals, Ten Greatest Men 
of American Business collection, 
1971; John Marshall Medal, 
Henry II Medal and Sir William 
Blackstone Medal, Legal Heri¬ 
tage Society, 1971-72; Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty Medal, 
United Nations, 1972; American 
Numismatic Association 1972 
Convention Medal, 1972; Moses 
Montefiore Medal, Hasidism 
Medal, and Baron De Hirsch 
Medal, Judaic Heritage Society, 
1972; Lawrence of Arabia Medal, 
Britannia Commemorative Soci¬ 
ety, 1972. 

• Awards: Hallmark Honor Prize, 
State of New Jersey; Cresson Eu¬ 
ropean traveling Scholarship; 
Charles Toppan Prize for oil 
paintings; Lux & Woodrow Prizes 
in graphics, five consecutive years; 
Best of Show Award, The Frank- 
lin Mint “Dimensions Unlimited” 
Exhibit, 1972. 

• Exhibitions: Pennsylvania Acad¬ 
emy of Fine Arts Annual Show, 
1964; Fidelity Bank One Man 
Show, 1965; Pennsylvania Acad¬ 
emy of Fine Arts Fellowship 
Show, 1965 and 1970; Philadel¬ 
phia Art Alliance One Man Show, 
1967; Philadelphia Art Alliance 
50th Anniversary Show, 1971. 


NCS NEWSLETTER* JUNE 1973 




THE NIAGARA FALLS COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by James Ferrell 

107th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Originating in Lake Erie, the 
Niagara river quietly begins its 
28 mile flow north to Lake On¬ 
tario. Serving as a partial bound¬ 
ary between New York State and 
the province of Ontario, Canada, 
the calm waters of the Niagara 
river slowly give way to white- 
cresting rapids. Suddenly — about 
20 miles from its source —a 
muffled boom becomes a thunder¬ 
ous roar as the river plunges more 
than 150 feet. This is Niagara 
Falls. 

The falls of Niagara are justly 
celebrated for their grandeur and 
beauty, and are viewed every year 
by over 2,000,000 visitors. There 
are two principal parts to the falls, 
separated by Goat Island. The 
greater division, adjoining the left 
(Canadian) bank, is called the 
Horseshoe Fall. Its height is 158 
feet, and the length of its curving 
Crestline is about 2,600 feet. The 


American Fall, adjoining the right 
bank, is 167 feet high and 1,000 
feet in length. 

The water is free from sedi¬ 
ment, and its clearness contributes 
to the beauty of the cataract. And 
in recognition of the importance 
of the waterfall as a great natural 
spectacle, the province of Ontario 
and the state of New York have 
retained or acquired title to the 
adjacent lands and converted them 
into public parks. 

Excellent views of the falls are 
obtained from Queen Victoria 
park on the Canadian side; from 
Prospect Point on the U. S. side 
at the edge of the American Fall; 
and from Rainbow Bridge, which 
spans the gorge about 1,000 feet 
downstream from Prospect Point. 
Visitors can cross from the U. S. 
shore to Goat Island by foot¬ 
bridge, and can take an elevator 
to the foot of the falls, where they 
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can visit the Cave of the Winds 
behind the curtain of falling 
water. 

The shaping of the gorge and 
the maintenance of the falls as a 
cataract depend upon peculiar 
geologic conditions. Horseshoe 
Fall has been receding, or migrat¬ 
ing upstream, at an average rate 
of nearly five feet per year in 
historic time. 

Furthermore, the rock strata in 
the Niagara gorge are nearly hori¬ 
zontal, dipping southward only 
about 20 feet to the mile. The 
uppermost layer of hard Niagaran 
dolomite is underlain by soft 
layers which are easily worn 
away, and this provides the condi¬ 
tions which keep the water con¬ 
stantly falling vertically from an 
overhanging ledge during a long 
period of recession. 

The Niagara gorge runs two 
and a quarter miles from the 
Horseshoe Fall to the railway 
bridges. This stretch is known as 
the Maid-of-the-Mist Pool. It has 
a descent of only five feet, and is 
navigable by excursion boats. 

Downstream, the river flows 
one mile northwest through the 
narrow, Whirlpool Rapids section 
to the Whirlpool. This section dif¬ 
fers from the rest of the gorge 
because it is here that the river 
intersects an old channel which 
was formed before the last glacial 
ice advance and was later filled 
with glacial drift. At the Whirl¬ 
pool, the gorge makes a 90° bend 
to the northeast, extends two 
miles, then runs one and a half 
miles north to the foot of the 


Niagara escarpment at Lewis- 
town. N. Y. 

Water-borne traffic from Lake 
Erie passes through two chan¬ 
nels to enter the New York State 
Barge Canal. That canal, with a 
12-foot minimum depth, connects 
with the Hudson river and has 
branches which connect with 
Lake Champlain and with Lake 
Ontario. The principal shipping 
between Lake Erie and Lake On¬ 
tario, however, passes through the 
Welland Ship Canal, which lies 
a few miles west of the Niagara 
river. It extends from Port Col- 
borne, Ontario, on Lake Erie, 
about 27 miles north to Port 
Weller, Ontario, on Lake Ontario. 

In a treaty signed in 1950, 
Canada and the United States 
agreed to reserve sufficient 
amounts of water for flow over 
Niagara Falls to preserve their 
scenic value. 

The total hydroelectric capacity 
of the river was fixed at about 
3,600,000 kilowatts. This was de¬ 
veloped by power plant installa¬ 
tions, which receive water diverted 
from the river above the falls and 
carried to them by open channels 
or tunnels, then discharge the 
water into the gorge at various 
places below the falls. 

While benefiting man by serv¬ 
ing as a source of power, the 
greatest value of Niagara Falls is 
in its natural beauty. Niagara 
Falls — the largest and by far the 
most majestic waterfall in the 
United States — is truly one of 
the most spectacular natural won¬ 
ders in the world. 
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SECOND QUARTERLY NCS EXHIBIT 
CONTEST WON BY GEORGE J. CHONKO 

A patriotic display of NCS coin-medals (see picture on next page), 
designed by George J. Chonko of Tompkins Cove, New York, has won 


First Prize in the Second Quar¬ 
terly NCS Exhibit Contest of 
1973, For his efforts, Mr. Chonko 
has received the cash prize of 
$250.00 and a handsome gold- 
plated trophy. 

During the past three months, 
his display was exhibited locally 
in a non-competitive classifica¬ 
tion. Mr. Chonko’s display re¬ 
ceived many favorable comments 
from those who viewed it. 

The Third Quarterly NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Contest of 1973 is now under 
way. Entries may be exhibited any 
time between July 1 and Septem¬ 
ber 30, 1972. A $250.00 cash 
prize and a gold-plated trophy 
will be given for the best NCS 
exhibit displayed during this 
period, and one additional award 
will be made for the best NCS 
exhibit displayed during the final 
quarter of 1973. All four 1973 
winners will then compete in the 
yearly finals, and an Honorary 
Lifetime Membership in NCS will 


be awarded to the member whose 
exhibit is judged “Best of 1973.” 

ELI WHITNEY SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
116th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Eli Whitney has been selected by 
NCS members to be the subject 
of the 116th NCS Commemora¬ 
tive— the 16th issue of Series 
III. This commemorative is sched¬ 
uled to be issued in March, 1974. 

The final count of votes cast 
on last month’s ballot was: 


A Commemorative Tribute to 

Eli Whitney . 967 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

John Philip Sousa. 808 

A Memorial Tribute to 

Roberto Clemente. 529 

A Commemorative in Honor of 

the Mississippi River . 223 


The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 









A Commemorative in Honor of 
Skylab 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Victor D. Brenner 

The current ballot is for the 
117th NCS Commemorative (the 
seventeenth commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in April, 1974. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by August 15 to be 
included in the count. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 109 — August, 1973 
Jamestown 

Sculptor — Joseph DiLorenzo 
No. 110 — September, 1973 
Walter Reed 

Sculptor — Elizabeth Jones 
No. Ill—October, 1973 
Apollo 17 

Sculptor — Imre Mosdossy 
No. 112 — November, 1973 
Vietnam War Memorial 
Sculptor — John Terken 


No. 113—December, 1973 
Lyndon B. Johnson Memorial 
Sculptor — Robert Weinman 
No. 114 — January, 1974 
Battle of the Ironclads 
Sculptor — Arnold Bergier 
No. 115 — February, 1974 
Bicentennial of the 
First Continental Congress 
Sculptor — Ernest Lauser 

INVENTORY SUGGESTED 

We would like each NCS 
member to take an inventory of 
his present collection. If any ac¬ 
cessory items, such as nameplates, 
coin holders, etc., are missing or 
defective, notify NCS and we will 
replace the missing items at no 
charge. 

Also, if there are any problems 
or questions which you might 
have, please let us know about 
them. We want each and every 
NCS member to be 100% satis¬ 
fied with his NCS collection. 



George J. Chonko won $250 for this display of NCS coin-medals. 
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mailbag 


“OLDEST LIVING AMERICAN" 
NOMINATED 

I would like to nominate the 
Bristlecone Pine — the oldest liv¬ 
ing American—for a future com¬ 
memorative medal. That tree has 
reached over 4,600 years in age 
and is, therefore, the oldest living 
being in the world today. 

George J. Chonko (0546) 
Tomkins Cove, New York 

MORE APPLAUSE FOR 
TRUMAN AND ROBERTS 

Just a brief note to let you 
know how much I like “Truman” 
by Gilroy Roberts. 

It is an excellent likeness of 
one of my heroes, and the news¬ 
paper headline on the reverse is 
so appropriate. 

Keep up the good work. 

Mark Birken (4339) 
Mt. Vernon, New York 

I have received the two beauti¬ 
ful medals and other materials 


you have sent me, and I thank 
you. 

With other members who have 
commented in the newsletter, 
I wonder how the Society can 
afford to put out these silver 
works of art at the low price 
charged. Comparable medals cost 
at least double. 

I was amused to see how the 
sculptor avoided the question of 
whether or not there should be a 
period after Mr. Truman’s middle 
“S”; since, as you are probably 
aware, the recent Truman stamp 
carries the period, and the Postal 
Service has been the center of a 
controversy over it since the 
stamp was issued. 

Stanley Levenson (0752) 
Teaneck, New Jersey 

• Since Harry S Truman’s middle 
name was “S", we did not include 
a period after the "S” on the 
nameplate or in the subject article 
in the newsletter. While it is 
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interesting that Gilroy Roberts 
covered part of the ‘‘S’’ with the 
portrait of Truman, this is merely 
Mr. Roberts’ distinctive style, also 
used on many other commemora¬ 
tive medals he has designed in 
the past. 

NCS 10th ANNIVERSARY 
MEDAL SUGGESTED 

I wish to nominate a medal 
commemorating the 10th Anni¬ 
versary of The National Com¬ 
memorative Society. I think this 
should be issued in July of 1974, 
since that month will mark the 
10th anniversary of the issuance 
of the MacArthur Memorial 
Coin-Medal—the first Commem¬ 
orative issued by The National 
Commemorative Society. 

Guery Duane Watson (3722) 
Stone Mountain, Georgia 

A DISAGREEMENT 

For my part, I would rather 
see just people — a single one 
to a medal — commemorated, 
rather than a group of people 
or events such as battles. 

The George Washington Com¬ 
memorative Medal is just out¬ 
standing! 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

Please let us have more com- 
memoratives in honor of events, 
instead of individuals. 

Keep up the good work. 

F. F. Rogers (1463) 
Newport Beach, California 


A BARGAIN 

I receive about six new medals 
each month. The prices of these 
medals vary from $7.25 for my 
NCS medals to up to $20.00 per 
medal for other series. 

The thing that amazes me is 
that the quality of NCS medals 
far surpasses the others while 
your price is much lower. The 
NCS medals are not only sensibly 
priced, they are quite a value! 

Keep up the good work and 
thanks. 

George J. Mullaney (0318) 
Los Angeles, California 

FATHER MARQUETTE 
SECONDED 

I wish to second James J. 
Curto’s nomination of Pere Mar¬ 
quette, which appeared in the 
Mailbag section of the April 
NEWSLETTER. 

Since this year marks the Tri¬ 
centennial of Father Marquette’s 
exploration of the Mississippi 
River, I would like to see his name 
placed on an NCS Official Ballot. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

I’ll second Father Marquette, 
who was nominated by James J. 
Curto (3207) in the April Mail- 
bag. 

Among his achievements is in¬ 
cluded the blessing of a spring in 
Michigan City, Indiana, which is 
still giving forth today. 

John Linton (1006) 
Oxnard, California 
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GILBERT STUART 
SUGGESTED 

Our great nation is indebted 
to the early American portrait 
painter Gilbert Charles Stuart 
(1755-1828) for his many splen¬ 
did portraits of George Washing¬ 
ton, our first Chief Executive. 

Stuart’s masterpiece — the 
“Athenaeum Head,” his best 
painting of Washington — is not 
only an exact likeness of the 
Father of our Country, but also 
reveals the qualities that the cold, 
hungry, ragged soldiers of Valley 
Forge put their trust in. 

Stuart felt that the people of 
our new nation would want prints 
of the man who, as the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Conti¬ 
nental Army, led them in their 
bitter and desperate struggle for 
independence and made possible 
the existence of their new nation. 

Stuart’s foresight in this ven¬ 
ture left us a legacy of historical 
art treasures. I feel that we can 
in turn acknowledge our grati¬ 
tude by paying homage to this 
great portraitist with a coin¬ 
medal that would bear his por¬ 
trait on the obverse and, on the 
reverse, his famous “Athenaeum 
Head.” 

Frank Komadina (1734) 
Gallup, New Mexico 

THREE SERIES SUGGESTED 

I would like to see NCS issue: 
(1) a series of commemorative 
medals in honor of our National 
Parks. (2) A series of commem¬ 
orative medals in honor of 


famous battles of all wars in¬ 
volving our country. (3) A series 
of commemorative medals in 
honor of the great inventions 
that precipitated the growth and 
development of our country. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

SECONDING NOMINATIONS 

I would like to second Gary 
Munsch’s (4501) nomination in 
the Mailbag section of the April 
newsletter that we honor the 
World Chess Champion — Bobby 
Fischer — with a future NCS 
commemorative medal. 

Samuel Mark Goodman (0228) 
Chicago, Illinois 

I would like to second the 
nomination submitted by Edward 
M. Blaha (1702) in the Mailbag 
section of the April newsletter, 
calling for a commemorative 
medal in honor of the whaling 
industry. The last wooden whal¬ 
ing ship, located at Mystic Seaport 
Museum, Mystic, Connecticut, 
would be a fine subject for the 
medal. , 

Richard G. Bennett (2631) 
Stonington, Connecticut 

I agree with Mr. George J. 
Bertsch’s (1799) letter in the 
Mailbag section of the April 
newsletter suggesting that both 
volunteer and professional fire¬ 
fighters should be honored with 
an NCS commemorative medal. 

Mrs. John Wicks (2984) 
Mineola, New York 
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LEWIS KING 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Chester Nimitz 
Coin-Medal 

Lewis King was born in Phila¬ 
delphia on April 26, 1919. He 
was educated at the School of 
Industrial Art in Philadelphia; 
American University in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C.; Maryland University, 
and Corcoran Art School in 
Washington, D.C. 

During the course of his edu¬ 
cation, he served apprenticeships 
under Thomas Hudson Jones 
from 1957-1965 and Rudolph 
Evans from 1958-1961. 

Mr. King is presently the Chief 
Sculptor for the Institute of Her¬ 
aldry, Department of the Army. 
In this capacity, he has designed 
numerous military medals, seals, 
insignia and badges for many de¬ 
partments of the U.S. government. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Coins and Medals: Antarctica 
Service Medal (reverse), 1962; 


Air Force Congressional Medal 
of Honor, United States Air 
Force, 1963; Medal for Heroism 
(for R.O.T.C.), United States 
Army, 1966; Defense Atomic 
Support Command Medal, 
United States Army, 1967; Viet¬ 
nam Service Medal, Department 
of State, 1967; Hollins College 
Medallion, Hollins College, Ro¬ 
anoke, Virginia, 1968; World War 
I Armistice Coin-Medal, Na¬ 
tional Commemorative Society, 
1968; 369th Infantry Regiment 
Commemorative, American Ne¬ 
gro Commemorative Society, 1970; 
General Joseph W. Stilwell Coin- 
Medal, International Fraternal 
Commemorative Society, 1972; 
Valley Forge Encampment Coin- 
Medal, National Commemorative 
Society, 1972; Dr. Mary Walker 
Coin-Medal, Societe Commemo¬ 
rative de Femmes Celebres, 1972. 

• Sculpture: Little Boy (Life 
Size Garden Figure), Sculptor’s 
Garden, 1966; The Indiana 
Medal of Honor Memorial, War 
Memorial Building, Indianapolis, 
Indiana, 1968; Presidential Eagle, 
The White House, 1970. 

• Awards: Letters of commenda¬ 
tion received from General Earle 
G. Wheeler (former Joint Chiefs 
of Staff); Admiral David L. Mc¬ 
Donald (former Chief of Naval 
Operations); General Harold K. 
Johnson (former Chief of Staff, 
United States Army), and Major 
General Kenneth G. Sickham 
(former Adjutant General). 
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THE CHESTER NIMITZ COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Lewis King 

108th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Chester Nimitz was born in 
Fredericksburg, Texas, on Feb¬ 
ruary 24, 1885. After graduation 
from the U.S, Naval Academy 
in 1905, he sailed in the U.S.S. 
Ohio to the China Station, where 
he remained for three years, 
serving on various ships and com¬ 
manding the Panay. In May, 1909, 
while still only an ensign, he was 
given command of the submarine 
Plunger. The following year, he 
commanded the submarine Nar¬ 
whal, and was promoted to a full 
lieutenancy. He subsequently cap¬ 
tained the Skipjack and, from 
May, 1912, to March, 1913, he 
also headed the Atlantic Sub¬ 
marine Flotilla. 

In early 1913, Nimitz visited 
diesel engine shops overseas and 
began two and a half years of 
service at the Navy Yard in New 
York City. As the Navy’s leading 


expert on diesel engines, he su¬ 
pervised construction of the die¬ 
sels for the oil tanker Maumee. 
He then served on the Maumee 
in 1916 and 1917, as executive 
officer and as engineering officer, 
attaining the rank of lieutenant 
commander. From August, 1917, 
until September, 1918, he served 
on the staff of the Atlantic Fleet 
submarine force, ending his as¬ 
signment as chief of staff. In 1918, 
he was promoted to the rank of 
commander, and during the latter 
part of the year was ordered to 
duty in the office of the Chief of 
Naval Operations. Simultaneously, 
he served as senior member of the 
Board of Submarine Design. 

He next spent a year as execu¬ 
tive officer aboard the South 
Carolina. In 1920, he took com¬ 
mand of the Chicago — and was 
additionally commander of Sub- 
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marine Division 14 and com¬ 
manding officer of the submarine 
base at Pearl Harbor. He studied 
at the Naval War College in 
1922-23, then returned to sea duty 
on the staff of the commander in 
chief of the Battle Fleet. 

He was commissioned a captain 
on June 2, 1927, commanded a 
submarine division two years 
later, and in June, 1931, was 
given command of the Rigel. 
From 1933 to 1935 he com¬ 
manded the Augusta, then served 
as assistant chief of the Bureau 
of Navigation at Washington, 
D.C. He attained the rank of 
rear admiral on June 23, 1938, 
and shortly thereafter was placed 
in command first of Cruiser Divi¬ 
sion 2, Battle Force, and then of 
Battleship Division 1, Battle 
Force. 

On June 15, 1939, Admiral 
Nimitz was appointed chief of 
the Bureau of Navigation for a 
four-year term. But when the at¬ 
tack on Pearl Harbor made neces¬ 
sary the appointment of a new 
commander in chief of the Pacific 
Fleet, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt promptly lifted Nimitz 
to that position over 28 senior 
officers. Nimitz assumed com¬ 
mand on December 31, 1941, with 
the rank of admiral. As Pacific 
Fleet commander, he held ad¬ 
ministrative control of all ships 
and Naval Shore bases in the 
Pacific during the Allied campaign 
against Japan. He also held stra¬ 
tegic command of all of the vast 
ocean areas, with the exception 


of those under the jurisdiction of 
General Douglas MacArthur. 

He used a badly crippled post- 
Pearl Harbor fleet to excellent 
advantage in the first bitter 
months after the Japanese at¬ 
tack, and later directed its recov¬ 
ery and development into the 
greatest naval force ever as¬ 
sembled. He was the master strat¬ 
egist behind the Battles of Mid¬ 
way and the Coral Sea, which 
halted Japan’s expansion in the 
Pacific. And these outstanding 
accomplishments led to Nimitz 
being named Fleet Admiral in 
December, 1944. His brilliant 
conduct of Pacific naval oper¬ 
ations almost completely halted 
enemy naval activities by the 
spring of 1945 and, on September 
2, 1945, he signed the Japanese 
surrender document for the 
United States aboard his flagship 
— the battleship Missouri ■— in 
Tokyo Bay. On October 5, he was 
accorded a hero’s welcome in 
Washington, D.C., where he ad¬ 
dressed a joint session of Con¬ 
gress. On November 26, 1945, 
the Senate approved his nomina¬ 
tion to succeed Admiral Ernest 
King as Chief of Naval Opera¬ 
tions. Nimitz resigned from this 
post on December 15, 1947. 

His passing on February 20, 
1966, brought sadness to all those 
who remembered his significant 
contribution to the United States 
at a time of great need. Chester 
Nimitz will always remain a 
hero in the hearts of the American 
people. 
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NEWSLETTER 


THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY, BOX 100, LANSDOWNE, PENNA. 19050 


Volume 11 - Number 9 


August, 1973 


JOHN PHILIP SOUSA SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 117th ISSUE 

A Commemorative Tribute to John Philip Sousa — “The March 
King” — has been selected by NCS members to be the subject of the 


117th NCS Commemorative — 
the 17th issue of Series III. This 
commemorative is scheduled to 
be issued in April, 1974. 

The final count of votes cast 


on last month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

John Philip Sousa. 1022 

A Commemorative in Honor of 

Skylab I . 789 

A Memorial Tribute to 

Roberto Clemente . 521 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Victor D, Brenner . 317 


The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 25th Anniversary of the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
A Memorial Tribute to 
Eddie Rickenbacker 
The current ballot is for the 
118th NCS Commemorative (the 
eighteenth commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in May, 1974. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by September 15 to 
be included in the count. 


C0MMEM0RATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 110 — September, 1973 
Walter Reed 

Sculptor — Elizabeth Jones 
No. Ill—October, 1973 
Apollo 17 

Sculptor — Imre Mosdossy 
No. 112 —November, 1973 
Vietnam War Memorial 
Sculptor — John Terken 
No. 113 — December, 1973 
Lyndon B. Johnson Memorial 
Sculptor — Robert Weinman 
No. 114 — January, 1974 
Battle of the Ironclads 
Sculptor — Arnold Bergier 
No. 115 — February, 1974 
Bicentennial of the 
First Continental Congress 
Sculptor — Ernest Lauser 

No. 116 — March, 1974 
Eli Whitney 

Sculptor — Theodore Barbarossa 









PROOF NO. 1 OF THE HARRY S TRUMAN MEMORIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE PRESENTED TO MRS. TRUMAN 

Over the past few months, we have received many letters at NCS 
Headquarters congratulating the Society and sculptor Gilroy Roberts 
on the Harry S Truman Memorial Commemorative. The ultimate 
compliment has now been received from Mrs. Harry S Truman, who 
was recently presented with Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 of the Harry S 
Truman Memorial Commemorative. We are pleased to share Mrs. 
Truman’s letter, appearing below, with all NCS members. 


July 24, 1973 


Dear Mr. Hamilton: 

It was most kind of the Board of Trustees 
of The National Commemorative Society to 
present me with Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 
of the Harry S Truman Memorial Commem¬ 
orative . 

It is one of the best medallions I have ever 
seen and I am delighted to have it. 

Will you please express my thanks to each of 
the members of the Board of Trustees for their 
thought of me. 

Sincerely, 

(hit* 

Mr. Jack Hamilton 
Director 

The National Commemorative Society 
Box 100 

Lansdowne, Pennsylvania 19050 
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MAILBAG 


YOUNGEST NCS MEMBER? 

I love your commemoratives 
very much and never will part 
with any of them. Also, I am 
17 years old and would like to 
know if I am the youngest 
member of NCS. 

Ricky Wright (3451) 
Richmond Hill, Georgia 
. Are there any NCS members 
younger than Ricky Wright? If 
there are, let us know and we 
will report it in a future news¬ 
letter. 

FOR SKYLAB I 

I would like to suggest a com¬ 
memorative medal to pay tribute 
to all those who refused to ac¬ 
cept defeat when the first Skylab 
mission appeared doomed. 

The second Skylab mission 
and the successful completion 
of the first mission would not 
have been possible were it not 
for the resourcefulness of the 
ground crew and the courage 


and determination of the three 
astronauts who made the first 
flight and carried out the neces¬ 
sary repairs. 

The real test is to come 
through when things go wrong. 
Unfortunately, most have for¬ 
gotten those men who turned 
apparent defeat into success by 
improvising repairs with mate¬ 
rials available. But perhaps it’s 
not too late. 

Edward V. Gehrke (4788) 
Daytona Beach, Florida 
• A Commemorative in Honor 
of Skylab 1 placed second on last 
month’s Official Ballot and there¬ 
fore appears again on the en¬ 
closed Official Ballot for the 
118th NCS Commemorative. 

WONDERS OF THE WORLD 
NOMINATED 

Would you kindly issue 24 
commemorative medals for the 24 
Wonders of the World? I am 
enthusiastic about having these 
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medals released over 24 consecu¬ 
tive months. 

Please . . . please . . . please. . . . 

Mrs. Charles Anderson (2303) 
Holiday, Florida 

GREATER FUTURE 

Although I have only recently 
become a member of the Society, 

I am very proud of the medals I 
have received so far. I think it is 
important that the members give 
much thought to their priorities 
for future commemoratives. This 
would assure an even greater fu¬ 
ture for our Society. 

I believe Mr. Curto’s recom¬ 
mendation of Pere Marquette for 
commemoration is an excellent 
idea. 

Stephen D. Gilbert (5039) 
St. Louis, Missouri 

GOLD BICENTENNIAL MEDAL 
SECONDED 

I would like to second the 
nomination made by George J. 
Chonko for a special gold issue 
in July, 1976, commemorating 
our country’s 200th birthday. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

I would also like to see NCS 
issue a special gold medal in 
July of 1976 commemorating 
"The Spirit of ’76.” 

A series of medals commemo¬ 
rating each of the 13 original 
colonies would likewise be very 
appropriate. 

Michael McCormack (1317) 
Malden, Massachusetts 


VERY PLEASED 

I have received my Series III 
Deluxe Album and I’m very 
pleased with it, as well as with 
the medals I have received. They 
are beautiful. 

Thank you so much for giving 
Americans these precious medals. 

Esther Hullinger (4714) 
Gary, Indiana 

GILROY ROBERTS NOMINATED 

I hereby nominate Gilroy 
Roberts for a future NCS medal. 
In my opinion, he is the greatest 
artist, this country ever pro¬ 
duced. We do not have to wait 
until a man dies to honor him 
and I think this would be a won¬ 
derful tribute to Mr. Roberts 

I sign my name with great 
pride in nominating Gilroy 
Roberts. 

Janice Beck (4661) 
Castroville, California 

BICENTENNIAL SUBJECTS 

Let’s have our own Bicenten¬ 
nial commemorative series and 
commemorate all important an¬ 
niversaries as they arise — as 
we will do with the 200th Anni¬ 
versary of the First Continental 
Congress Commemorative when 
it is issued in February. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

I believe we should concen¬ 
trate on events and places of 
the 1770s for the next few years. 
Fewer “heads,” please, with the 
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exceptions of newly deceased 
Presidents and others likely to 
become men of history. 

F. F. Rogers (1463) 
Newport Beach, California 

BOB HOPE 
NOMINATED 

Once before I wrote and asked 
that Bob Hope be added to a 
future Official Ballot. By giving 
up his Christmas holidays for the 
enjoyment of our thousands of 
servicemen overseas, Mr. Hope 
has certainly earned a place on an 
NCS ballot. 

George E. Horvath (2726) 
Chicago, Illinois 

IMMEDIATE ANSWER 

I greatly appreciate your im¬ 
mediate answer to my brief note 
of inquiry. I am a new member 
of the Society and therefore I did 
not know exactly how the pay¬ 
ment plan worked. Thank you 
very much for your kindness and 
wonderful service. 

Lyle Daniel Montgomery (4905) 
Decatur, Alabama 

LATEST DONATIONS 

We wanted to tell you that 
Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 of 
the Gershwin Commemorative 
Medal arrived in fine shape. 
Please accept our thanks for 
thinking of us in this instance. 
We plan to build a display cen¬ 
tered around this medal, with 
some rare sheets of music as 
well as other biographical ma¬ 
terial. 


It must have been a challenge 
to decide which of Gershwin’s 
great songs to leave off the 
medal, since only four could be 
placed around the edge of the 
reverse. Nevertheless, you have 
done a fantastic job with it. Mr. 
Mankowski is certainly a supe¬ 
rior craftsman. 

We really appreciate this, and 
thank you for it. 

Arthur H. Sanders 
Curator 
Musical Museum 
Deansboro, New York 

• Sterling Silver Proof No. 1 of 
the George Gershwin Coin- 
Medal was recently donated to 
the Musical Museum. 

This will acknowledge receipt 
of Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 
of the 79th Commemorative 
Coin-Medal, issued in honor of 
Samuel Morse. 

We deeply appreciate your 
thoughtfulness in presenting this 
to the Museum of Science and 
Industry. It is a beautiful speci¬ 
men and pays tribute to a most 
remarkable person. 

Thank you again for thinking 
of us in this connection. 

D. M. MacMaster 
Director 

Museum of Science and Industry 
Chicago, Illinois 

• Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of 
the Samuel Morse Coin-Medal 
has been presented to the Mu¬ 
seum of Science and Industry. 
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JOSEPH DiLORENZO 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Jamestown Coin-Medal 


Joseph DiLorenzo was born 
March 4, 1920, in Metuchen, 
New Jersey. The son of an 
architectural sculptor, he became 
interested in the arts at an early 
age. 

After studying at the Art Stu¬ 
dents League and the Beaux 
Arts Institute, Mr. DiLorenzo 
served apprenticeships under his 
father, Anthony DiLorenzo, and 
Rene Chambellan. 

He resides with his wife Wini¬ 
fred and their four children in 
Alpine, New Jersey. 

Mr. DiLorenzo is an active 
Boy Scout official and a member 
of the Alpine Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Medals: Herbert H. Lehman 
Ethics Award Medal, 1959; 
United States Olympic Commit¬ 
tee Medal, 1964; American Nu¬ 


mismatic Association Medal, 
American Numismatic Associa¬ 
tion, 1965; John F. Kennedy 
Award Medal, Massachusetts 
Historical Society, 1965; Aero¬ 
space Medal, Ryan Aeronautical 
Company, 1967; Ned Parsekian 
Campaign Medal, Ned Parse¬ 
kian, 1967; Latvian Coin Me¬ 
dallion, Latvian Committee, 
1968; Man in Space Medal, In¬ 
ternational Numismatic Agency, 
1969; 350th A.nniversary of the 
Mayflower Landing Coin-Medal, 
National Commemorative Society, 
1970; Saint Andrew Medal, 
Catholic Commemorative Medal 
Society, 1970; Battle of Waterloo 
Commemorative Medal, Britan¬ 
nia Commemorative Society, 
1970; W. E. B. Du Bois Medal, 
American Negro Commemora¬ 
tive Society, 1970; Saint Bene¬ 
dict Medal, Catholic Art Guild, 
1972; Jonathan M. Wainwright 
Coin-Medal, International Fra¬ 
ternal Commemorative Society, 
1972. 

• Sculpture : Symbols of the 
Apostles, Ridgewood Church, 
1958; State of New York Seal, 
State Educational Building, Al¬ 
bany, New York, 1961-62; Seals 
for the Catholic Archdiocese of 
New York, New York City. In 
addition to the above, Mr. 
DiLorenzo has sculptured many 
saints for churches in the states 
of New York and New Jersey. 

• Exhibitions: Paris Medallion 
Exposition, 1968; Ryan Spirit 
of Saint Louis, Lever House 
Sculpture Exposition, 1968, 1969, 
1970. 
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THE JAMESTOWN COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Joseph DiLorenzo 

109th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


On April 26, 1607, three ships 
stopped at Cape Henry, at the 
southern entrance to Chesapeake 
Bay, after more than four months 
at sea. The voyagers included 
about 100 men who had been sent 
to America by a group of English 
merchants known as the London 
Company, to search for treasure, 
to spread the Christian faith 
among the Indians, and to raise 
farm products that England could 
not grow at home. 

The three ships sailed up the 
James River from Cape Henry 
for about 60 miles. Then, on 
May 14, 1607, the colonists 

landed on a little peninsula. 
There, they established their set¬ 
tlement — naming their settle¬ 
ment — like the river — in 
honor of King James I of Eng¬ 
land. Thus, the Virginia colony 


of Jamestown became the first 
permanent English settlement in 
America. 

The Jamestown settlement suf¬ 
fered one dreadful disaster after 
another. Captain John Smith, 
who took control in mid-1608, 
held the colony together until 
mid-1609. He forced the settlers 
to work, and bought corn from 
the Indians. But an accident in 
1609 forced Smith to return to 
England for treatment of his 
wounds. Fire, drought, Indian 
attacks, disease, starvation, and 
lack of another strong leader 
brought the colony to its lowest 
ebb in the winter of 1609. Only 
the arrival of Governor Thomas 
West — Lord de la Warr — in 
1610, with new settlers and 
fresh supplies, saved Jamestown 
from abandonment. 
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About 18,000 Indians lived in 
Virginia during the early 1600s. 
More than thirty tribes of the 
area united to form a confeder¬ 
acy under the mighty chief Pow¬ 
hatan, whose daughter, the 
Indian princess Pocahontas, was 
reported to have saved the life 
of Captain John Smith. Then, 
in 1614, Pocahontas married 
John Rolfe, one of the colonists. 
This marriage brought about 
eight years of peace between the 
settlers and the Indians, and tem¬ 
porarily eliminated the menace 
of Indian raids. 

The year 1619 was important 
in the history of the Jamestown 
colony. The first representative 
legislative assembly in the West¬ 
ern Hemisphere met in the town 
in that year. This assembly, 
called the House of Burgesses, 
served as the model for many of 
the lawmaking bodies established 
later in what became the United 
States., 

Before 1619, only a few mar¬ 
ried women and female servants 
lived in Jamestown. In 1619, 
when the population was about 
a thousand, the London Com¬ 
pany tried to encourage young 
men to make permanent homes 
in the colony by sending a num¬ 
ber of “young, handsome and 
honestly educated maids” to be¬ 
come the bachelors’ wives. 

Ill luck overtook Jamestown 
in the late 1600s. The town was 
burned to the ground in 1676 
during Bacon’s Rebellion, a re¬ 
volt against the royal governor 
led by planter Nathaniel Bacon 


(see Bacon’s Rebellion). Fire 
again destroyed the settlement in 

1698. These disasters caused the 
people in Virginia to transfer 
their capital to Williamsburg in 

1699, rather than again rebuild 
Jamestown. The town of James¬ 
town itself fell into decay after 
that time. 

The site of the Jamestown set¬ 
tlement no longer stands on a 
peninsula. It now lies on an 
island, having been cut off from 
the mainland by water. Much 
of the original land has been 
washed away by tidal currents. 
For many years, only a few 
foundation stones and the ruined 
tower of a brick church stood 
as reminders of the settlement. 
But archaeologists have now dis¬ 
covered many relics of the 
original town. 

In 1957, Virginia celebrated 
the 350th anniversary of the 
founding of Jamestown. The 
state built Jamestown Festival 
Park about one-half mile from 
the original site of Jamestown. 
This park includes a reproduc¬ 
tion of the first fort built in the 
area, one of Powhatan’s lodges, 
and replicas of the ships that 
brought the first settlers. Thou¬ 
sands of tourists visit the park 
each year. 

This reconstructed village stands 
as a proud historical monument 
to courage and determination 
that enabled our forebears to 
face and deal with the grave 
problems they encountered at 
the beginning of American col¬ 
onization. 
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THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY, BOX 100, LANSDOWNE. PENNA. 19050 


Volume 11 - Number 10 


September, 1973 


MEMBERS SELECT EDDIE RICKENBACKER 
FOR 118th NCS COMMEMORATIVE 


A Memorial Tribute to the late Eddie Rickenbacker — the most 
decorated United States Pilot of World War I—has been selected by 
NCS members to be the subject _ 


of the 118th NCS Commemora¬ 
tive— the 18th issue of Series 
III. This commemorative is sched¬ 
uled to be issued in May, 1974. 

The final count of votes cast 
on last month’s ballot was: 

A Memorial Tribute to 

Eddie Rickenbacker . 967 

A Commemorative in Honor of 

SkylabI . 834 

A Memorial Tribute to 

Roberto Clemente ... ., 614 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 25th Anniversary of the 

North Atlantic Treaty . 262 

The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 150th Anniversary of the 
Birth of Thomas “Stonewall” 
Jackson 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Benjamin West 

The current ballot is for the 
119th NCS Commemorative (the 
nineteenth commemorative in Se¬ 
ries III), which is scheduled to 


be issued in June, 1974. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by October 15 to 
be included in the count. 

QUARTERLY DISPLAY 
CONTEST RULES 

For the benefit of new NCS 
members—and as a refresher for 
Charter Members—we are listing 
below the Official Rules for enter¬ 
ing the Quarterly NCS Display 
Contest. 

The rules are simple: 

1. The exhibit can be presented 
at any coin show or coin club 
meeting where displays of numis¬ 
matic material are welcome. 

2. The exhibit must show some 
individual creativity or imagina¬ 
tion on the part of the exhibitor. 
It does not necessarily have to 
include every one of the NCS 
coin-medals issued. 

3. A good-quality photograph 







of the display must be submitted 
to NCS together with the follow¬ 
ing information: 

a. Name, address and number 
of the member. 

b. Date and place of the exhi¬ 
bition. 

c. Mention of any award or 
special reception given by 
the coin club or the con¬ 
vention to the display. 

4. The same display may be 
entered more than once, unless it 
has already won a quarterly NCS 
cash prize. But, each time it is 
entered, it must be exhibited at a 
different place. 

This, then, is a wonderful op¬ 
portunity for you to win cash and 
recognition for your creative ef¬ 
forts and at the same time to 
show off your unique collection 
of NCS proofs. 

REMINDER: QUARTERLY DISPLAY 
CONTEST CLOSES OCTOBER 10 

The deadline for submitting 
entries in the current Quarterly 
Display Contest is October 10. 
The Quarterly Prize of $250 will 
be awarded to the NCS member 
who submits a photograph of the 
most interesting display of NCS 
material exhibited at some time 
during the months of July, 
August or September, 1973. The 
winner of this Quarterly Contest 
then becomes eligible to win an 
Honorary Lifetime Membership 
in NCS by having his exhibit 
chosen the “Best of 1973.” 


LATEST COLLECTOR’S CHESTS AND 
ALBUMS NOW AVAILABLE 

This issue of the newsletter 
is accompanied by an Order Form 
for the convenience of those 
members who wish to acquire a 
new Deluxe Collector’s Chest or 
a Compact Album. 

The Collector’s Chest will hold 
the next 10 medals (the 11th 
through 20th Commemoratives) 
in Series III. A serially-numbered 
outside nameplate, identifying the 
issues therein, will be sent with 
each chest. The price of the chest 
is still just $7.50 

The Deluxe Album is de¬ 
signed to hold all 50 proofs to be 
issued in Series III. It is priced 
at $10.00. 

Series I and Series II Deluxe 
Albums are also available, as are 
Collector’s Chests with matching 
outside nameplates for earlier 
NCS issues. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. Ill — October, 1973 
Apollo 17 

Sculptor — Imre Mosdossy 
No. 112—November, 1973 
Vietnam War Memorial 
Sculptor — John Terken 
No. 113 — December, 1973 
Lyndon B. Johnson Memorial 
Sculptor — Robert Weinman 
No. 114 — January, 1974 
Battle of the Ironclads 
Sculptor — Arnold Bergier 

(continued on page 5) 
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THE MAILBAG 


JAMESTOWN COMMEMORATIVE 
IS OUTSTANDING 

I wish to express my thoughts 
about the wonderfully clear 
piece of work executed by Jo¬ 
seph DiLorenzo on the 109th 
Commemorative — the James¬ 
town Coin-Medal. It’s truly out¬ 
standing! After reading of the 
sculptor’s family history and 
background, I can see why. 

I also enjoyed Mrs. Harry S 
Truman’s letter of thanks. She 
is a very gracious lady. 

Warren R. Elliott (3468) 
San Diego, California 

My medal collection is large 
and varied, but I have never 
seen any medal as beautiful as 
the NCS Jamestown Commemo¬ 
rative. Normally, either the ob¬ 
verse or the reverse of a medal is 


its outstanding feature. Rarely, 
as in this case, are both gems. 

H. G. Rogers (0189) 
San Mateo, California 

THE YOUNGEST NCS 
MEMBER IS... 

I am 17 now but I joined a few 
months ago (January, 1972). I 
would like to know how old 
Ricky Wright was when he joined 
and when his birthday is. My 
birthdate is November 1, 1955. 
Am I younger than Ricky? 

I enjoy your beautiful com¬ 
memoratives. Keep up the good 
work! Frank Wiley (1351) 

South Gate, California 

In the last newsletter, there 
was an editorial comment follow¬ 
ing a letter from 17-year-old 
Ricky Wright, asking if there 
were any members younger than 
him. My name is Jeff Hughes 
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(4754), and my age is 14. 

Jeff Hughes(4754) 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 

Your NCS commemorative 
medals are very nice and I enjoy 
collecting them. I would also like 
to tell you that, in regard to 
Ricky Wright’s letter, I am five 
years younger than he (12 years 
old), and have been a member 
for about six months. 

Kevin Herrick (4211) 
Oneonta, New York 

Eric Von der Camp Green¬ 
wood (3644) is 10 years old and 
has been collecting NCS medals 
since the beginning of Series II. 
He is also a Charter Member of 
The Franklin Mint Collectors So¬ 
ciety and a member of the Ameri¬ 
can Numismatic Association. 

Virginia Greenwood (3644) 
Westchester, California 

I just finished reading the “In 
the Mailbag” section of the 
August newsletter after view¬ 
ing the beautiful Jamestown Coin- 
Medal. I must let Ricky Wright 
(3451) know that he is not the 
youngest NCS member. 

There may well be a younger 
member by this time, but my son 
made a “first” for awhile. He be¬ 
came a member of NCS in No¬ 
vember of 1972 at the tender age 
of 13 months. He will be 2 years 
old next month. 

Allen is still a bit young to 
understand what NCS is all about. 


However, by the time he is as old 
as Ricky, I believe he will have 
one of the finest collections of 
medals to be found anywhere. 

Sorry to shoot you down 
Ricky, but glad you came aboard. 
And thanks to NCS and The 
Franklin Mint for all those beau¬ 
tiful medals. The quality is un¬ 
believably great. 

Mrs. Lillian M. Berglund (1024) 
Bellevue, Nebraska 

ALL APOLLO FLIGHTS 
NOMINATED 

Some months ago, I had writ¬ 
ten you suggesting the commemo¬ 
ration of all Apollo flights on one 
medal and at that time I had also 
enclosed a rough sketch. As I see 
it, almost the entire obverse 
would depict the surface of the 
moon (in a frosted finish), with 
each Apollo flight noted in its 
respective spot on the moon by a 
dot or star (mirror finish) and 
the number of that specific flight 
just below the appropriate dot 
or star. Along the lower inside 
of the rim would appear the 
words “APOLLO FLIGHTS” or 
“APOLLO MISSIONS.” 

I deeply thank NCS for allow¬ 
ing members a chance to express 
their ideas and views in the Mail- 
bag section of the newsletter. 
I feel this is one of the reasons 
for NCS being the great Society 
that it is. 

Ted Sorrentino (0153) 
Brooklyn, New York 
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DISPLAY CONTEST WINNER 
DONATES CASH PRIZE 

Words cannot express the honor 
you have given me. Winning the 
Second Quarterly NCS Display 
Contest of 1973 added the icing 
to the cake. Just being a partici¬ 
pant in NCS and building a me- 
dallic record of our history is very 
much a reward in itself. 

The cash prize of $250 has 
been donated to a local game pre¬ 
serve for the protection of en¬ 
dangered wildlife. 

The trophy has been placed in 
a position of esteem on the mantel 
above our fireplace. 

In closing, let me again thank 
you. Let the future of our Society 
as our nation evolve so that all 
men and women respect and 
honor each other. 

George J. Chonko (0546) 
Tomkins Cove, New York 

SPORTS SUBJECTS RECOMMENDED 

I would like to see famous 
sports events made into a series 
of NCS issues. For example, in 
football we could honor the 
World Champion Miami Dol¬ 
phins and the Green Bay Packers’ 
three straight world champion¬ 
ships (1965-66-67). In baseball, 
we could include the New York 
Yankees’ famous “murderer’s 
row,” which included Babe Ruth 
and Lou Gehrig. Ty Cobb would 
also be an excellent subject. A 
natural subject for basketball 
would be the World Champion 


Boston Celtic teams (11 of 13 
years, including 8 straight cham¬ 
pionships). 

Having belonged to NCS only 
since February, I must say that I 
have been astounded at the beauty 
of the NCS medals. I hope to re¬ 
main an NCS member for many 
years. 

Roger Hale (3747) 
McConnell, Illinois 

IN AGREEMENT 

I have the honor of seconding 
Mr. Stephen D. Gilbert’s nomi¬ 
nation of Pere Marquette. 

I think it is an excellent idea to 
issue a sterling silver proof cov¬ 
ered with 24 karat gold honoring 
“The Spirit of 76” as suggested by 
Mr. Michael McCormack. 

And, there could be no better 
nomination for an NCS com¬ 
memorative medal than the one 
submitted by Janice Beck sug¬ 
gesting Gilroy Roberts. 

Prosper J. Boudart (0459) 
Smallwood, New York 

C0MMEM0RATIVES IN THE WORKS 

(continued from page 2) 

No. 115 — February, 1974 
Bicentennial of the 
First Continental Congress 
Sculptor — Ernest Lauser 
No. 116 —March, 1974 
Eli Whitney 

Sculptor — Theodore Barbarossa 
No. 117 —April, 1974 
John Philip Sousa 
Sculptor — to be announced 
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ELIZABETH JONES 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Walter Reed 
Coin-Medal 

Elizabeth Jones has been living 
and working in Rome since 1961. 
She is the daughter of Dr. and 
Mrs. Rhys Jones and was born 
May 31, 1935, in Montclair, New 
Jersey. She graduated from Kim¬ 
berly School in Montclair, and 
continued her studies at Vassar 
College, the Art Students League, 
the National Academy of Design, 
the Academia dei Belle Arte in 
Rome, and the Scuola dell’ Arte 
della Medaglia at the Mint of 
Italy. She also received an hon¬ 
orary diploma from Academia 
Basileira de Bellas Artes. 

She has held memberships in 
America’s National Sculpture So¬ 
ciety, Federation Internationale 
de la Medaille, and the Associa- 
zione Italiana Amici della Meda¬ 
glia. 

In 1972, Miss Jones was se¬ 
lected as the Outstanding Sculptor 


of the Year by the American 
Numismatic Association. 

Her principal achievements as 
a sculptor include: 

• Coins and Medals: Albert 
Schweitzer Medal of The National 
Commemorative Society, 1966; 
the Susan B. Anthony Medal of 
Societe Commemorative de 
Femmes Celebres, 1967; the 
Charles Dickens Medal of Bri¬ 
tannia Commemorative Society, 
1968; the Alexander W. Camp¬ 
bell Medal of The International 
Fraternal Commemorative Soci¬ 
ety, 1969, and the Richard Wright 
Medal of The American Negro 
Commemorative Society, 1973. 
She has also created numerous art 
medals minted abroad, including 
a recent commemorative tribute 
to Pablo Picasso. 

• Sculpture: Medallion portraits 
of Prince Francesco Aldobran- 
dini, 1965; children of the Am¬ 
bassador and Mrs. Frederick 
Reinhardt, 1965; Princess Franca 
Faldini De Curtis. 

• Exhibitions: International Ex¬ 
hibitions, Rome, 1962, and 
Madrid, 1963; exhibition in cele¬ 
bration of the re-opening of 
the second Ecumenical Council, 
Rome, 1963; Smithsonian Insti¬ 
tution, 1964; Tiffany and Com¬ 
pany Exhibitions, San Francisco, 
1965, New York City, 1965, 
Houston, 1965, Chicago, 1967, 
Los Angeles, 1968; International 
Exhibitions, Rio de Janeiro, Sao 
Paolo, 1967; Collective Medal 
Show, Rome, Arezzo, 1967. 
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THE WALTER REED COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Elizabeth Jones 

110th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 
Science is simply common sense at its best — that is, rigidly accurate in 
observation, and merciless to fallacy in logic. — thomas huxley 


Walter Reed — the famous 
United States Army bacteriologist 
renowned for his work in the con¬ 
quest of yellow fever — was born 
in Gloucester County, Virginia, 
on September 13, 1851. After 
graduating from the Medical De¬ 
partment at the University of 
Virginia and the Bellevue Medi¬ 
cal School, he entered the Medi¬ 
cal Corps of the United States 
Army as assistant surgeon, with 
the rank of lieutenant. 

In 1890-91, while stationed at 
Baltimore, Reed began an intense 
study of bacteriology, working in 
the laboratory of Professor Wil¬ 
liam Welch of Johns Hopkins 


University. Soon after, he estab¬ 
lished a laboratory of his own, in 
which he gave instruction to the 
student-officers of the Army Med¬ 
ical School. 

Then, on December 4, 1893, 
Reed was made surgeon, with the 
rank of major, and became pro¬ 
fessor of bacteriology and clini¬ 
cal microscopy in the Army 
Medical School. 

In 1893, as curator of the 
Army Medical Museum at Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., he continued his 
researches, earning renown as one 
of the country’s leading bacteri¬ 
ologists and displaying great 
ability in the investigation of the 
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causes and progress of epidemic 
diseases. 

When the Spanish-American 
War began, Reed was appointed 
chairman of a committee to in¬ 
vestigate the causes and propaga¬ 
tion of typhoid fever, an epidemic 
which had broken out among our 
soldiers. The committee’s Report 
on the Origin and Spread of Ty¬ 
phoid Fever in U.S. Military 
Camps (published in 1904, after 
Reed’s death) revealed a number 
of points concerning the disease 
never before known, and empha¬ 
sized others that had previously 
been little appreciated. 

In 1897, Reed and an asso¬ 
ciate proved erroneous the theory 
that a bacillus was the specific 
cause of yellow fever. 

Then in 1900, when an epidemic 
of yellow fever plagued U.S. 
troops in Cuba, Reed was made 
chairman of a commission to in¬ 
vestigate its cause and method of 
transmission. The other members 
were James Carroll, Jesse W. 
Lazear and Aristides Agramonte. 

Reed’s observation of many 
cases led him to discount the 
then-prevalent idea that the dis¬ 
ease was transmitted by contact 
with bedding, clothing or other 
possessions of patients suffering 
from yellow fever. Instead, he re¬ 
vived the discarded idea of Carlos 
Juan Finlay, who had held that 
the yellow fever parasite was car¬ 


ried only by mosquitoes. 

Since the disease was not ac¬ 
quired by animals, there could 
be no method of proof other than 
experimentation upon human be¬ 
ings. In a thorough series of ex¬ 
periments, in which some of his 
co-workers sacrificed their lives, 
Reed proved to a skeptical world 
that the yellow fever parasite was 
carried only by the mosquito — 
then called Stegomyia fasciata 
but later classified as Aedes 
aegypti — and that the bite of the 
mosquito caused the disease only 
under certain conditions. 

Possessed of this knowledge, 
U.S. sanitary engineers led by 
Major William C. Gorgas eradi¬ 
cated yellow fever in Cuba. By 
1902, in fact, there was not one 
case recorded, and the disease has 
since been largely eliminated in 
all parts of the world where sci¬ 
entific public health procedures 
are carried out. 

Reed returned to Washington 
in 1901. On November 23, 1902, 
he died of appendicitis and, fol¬ 
lowing his death, the army general 
hospital in Washington, D.C. was 
named in his honor. 

The conquest of yellow fever 
ranks among the most significant 
triumphs in the history of medical 
science. And Walter Reed will al¬ 
ways be remembered for his out¬ 
standing contribution to medical 
science — and to mankind. 
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RICHARD LEBOLD WINS EXHIBIT 
AWARD FOR 3rd QUARTER 


An imaginative display of NCS coin- 
designed by Richard Lebold of Reseda, 
the Third Quarterly NCS Exhibit 
Contest of 1973. For his efforts, 

Mr. Lebold has received a hand¬ 
some gold-plated trophy and the 
cash prize of $250. 

According to Mr. Lebold, “The 
theme of the display is American 
development, from the Landing of 
the Mayflower to the establish¬ 
ment of our government after the 
Revolution. Eleven NCS medals 
are arranged inside a shield 
formed from red, white and blue 
decorative rope. The background 
is blue velvet and, under each 
medal, is a discussion of its 
subject.” 

On September 15, 1973, Mr. 
Lebold’s display was exhibited 
in a non-competitive category at 
the Pomona Valley Coin-O-Rama 
Show in Ontario, California. It re¬ 
ceived many compliments from 
those in attendance. 

The Fourth Quarterly NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Contest of 1973 is now under 
way. Entries may be exhibited any 


■medals (see picture on next page), 
California, has won First Prize in 


time between October 1 and De¬ 
cember 31, 1973. A $250 cash 
prize and a gold-plated trophy will 
be given for the best NCS exhibit 
displayed during this period. 

One of this year’s four quarterly 
winners will then be awarded an 
Honorary Lifetime Membership in 
NCS for the exhibit judged “Best 
of 1973.” 

SKYLABI SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
119th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
Skylab I has been selected by NCS 
members to be the subject of the 
119th NCS Commemorative—the 
19th issue of Series III. This com¬ 
memorative is scheduled to be 
issued in June, 1974. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 







the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 


The current ballot is for the 
120th NCS Commemorative (the 
twentieth commemorative in Se¬ 
ries III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in July, 1974. This ballot 
must be received at NCS head¬ 
quarters by November 15 to be 
included in the count. 


NEWSLETTER BINDERS 
MAILED 

Complimentary binders to hold 
the next ten issues of the NCS 
newsletter (comprising Volume 
12 of the newsletter) have re¬ 
cently been sent to all NCS mem¬ 
bers in good standing. 

If you are missing binders, or 
parts of binders, for any of the 
previous eleven volumes of the 
newsletter, please let us know 
and we will send you what you 
are missing free of charge. Be 
sure to identify the issues for 
which you are missing binders 
and also indicate whether you are 
missing the whole binder or parts 
of it. Each binder consists of a 
backbone, an outer acetate cover 
and an inner printed cover. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
SPEAK UP 

I’ve just become an NCS mem¬ 
ber, with the start of Series III, 
and I’m certainly glad I did. 
Thank you for the opportunity. 

I would like to second the 
nomination of Bob Hope. I was 
one of the thousands he brought 
“home” to at Christmas. 

C. T. Hoobler (5183) 
Hammondsville, Ohio 

We are just delighted to have 
become members of this Society. 
The medals are so lovely and, we 
must admit, much better than 
some others we are at present 

Thanks for the opportunity of 

Paul Sellers (0161) 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 

TIME-TESTED SUBJECTS 

I cannot help but feel that 
too often in the past we have 


concerned ourselves with recent 
events and have not really taken 
into consideration their long term 
impact, or what history will say 
about them. 

I should like to see more time- 
tested subjects nominated and 
chosen for commemoration by 
the members of The National 
Commemorative Society. 

R. G. Elston (4299) 
FPO San Francisco, California 

ACTORS SUGGESTED 

As a new member, I would 
like to say what a pleasure it is 
to belong to The National Com¬ 
memorative Society and receive 
the beautiful sterling silver proofs. 

Regarding future subjects, I 
would very much enjoy medals 
honoring some of our more 
famous actors — such as Gary 
Cooper, Errol Flynn and Hum¬ 
phrey Bogart. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 
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SUPERB 

I would like to tell you that I 
am very happy with my National 
Commemorative Society medals. 
They are superb! 

Walter Israel (3313) 
Delray Beach, Florida 

NEW IDEAS SUPPORTED 

I support the idea of a com¬ 
memorative in honor of the 200th 
Birthday of our nation. 

I also believe that a special pro¬ 
gram of commemorative medals 
leading up to the Bicentennial 
celebration in 1976 would be most 
appropriate. 

Craig Smith (3222) 
Burke, Virginia 

I endorse the request of Michael 
McCormack — which appeared 
in the Mailbag section of the 
August, newsletter —suggesting 
a special gold medal honoring 
“The Spirit of ’76.” 

Dr.H. F. Dantro (4622) 
Toms River, New Jersey 

OUTSTANDING SUCCESS 

I would like to take this oppor¬ 
tunity to thank NCS for the kind 
manner in which you handle 
seemingly delinquent member¬ 
ships. It had occurred to me from 
time to time that, if a member’s 
cheque did go astray in the mails, 
would one arrive home one day 
and find a letter saying “due to 
the fact, etc., that payment had 
not been received . . .” and that 
was the end of that. I am relieved 


to know that is not the case. 

NCS has been an outstanding 
success since its inception because 
of its desire to give collectors 
medals of the highest quality both 
in design and execution. I person¬ 
ally have no wish to relinquish 
my membership in such a fine 
organization. 

Ronald J. Tipper (4130) 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada 

SECOND CHANCE 

Let’s review all the subjects 
placed on the Official Ballots in 
the past that were not selected for 
commemoration. Some of the sub¬ 
jects were very worthy. I believe 
they should have a second chance. 

Mrs. Robert A. MacNeal (0395) 
Oak Park, Illinois 

I would like to suggest a com¬ 
memorative medal in honor of the 
striking of the first coin—the half- 
disme—at the United States Mint 
in October of 1792. George Wash¬ 
ington supplied one of his own 
private plates (value about $100) 
for these first coins. 

Some research will be required, 
but it will be worth the effort as 
you would come up with a unique 
subject that would pack in a lot 
of historical savvy. 

Bernard & Geneva Hammer 
(5003) 
Redway, California 

I feel a truly great American 
has been ignored by The National 
Commemorative Society. He is 
Haym Salomon — a close friend 
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of George Washington and finan¬ 
cier of the American revolution. I 
distinctly remember reading once 
in a history book that some au¬ 
thorities claim the revolution 
would actually have failed if not 
for the funds Haym Salomon 
provided. 

I believe NCS should at least 
place his name in nomination to 
see the reaction of our members. 

Isaac M. Goodman (4169) 
Long Island City, New York 

FUTURE SUBJECTS 

How about a commemorative 
tribute to the Delta Queen — 
the last passenger-carrying steam¬ 
boat in America? 

Jon H. Smith (1708) 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

I nominate Sylvanus Thayer, 
who is called the “father” of the 
United States Military Academy 
at West Point. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

ACKNOWLEDGED WITH THANKS 

I acknowledge with a deep 
sense of pride, on behalf of Sut¬ 
ter’s Fort State Historic Park 
and the State of California De¬ 
partment of Parks and Recrea¬ 
tion, receipt of Sterling Silver 
Proof No. 9 of your 91st Com¬ 
memorative Coin-Medal, which 
was issued in honor of the 
California Gold Discovery. 

We are very appreciative of 
this very meaningful addition to 


our collection and of your very 
considerate donation. 

K. R. Morgan 
Area Manager 
Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park 
Department of Parks 
and Recreation 
Sacramento, California 
• Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of 
the California Gold Discovery 
Coin-Medal was recently do¬ 
nated to Sutter’s Fort State His¬ 
toric Park. 


C0MMEM0RATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 112 — November, 1973 
Vietnam War Memorial 
Sculptor — John Terken 
No. 113— December, 1973 
Lyndon B. Johnson Memorial 
Sculptor — Robert Weinman 
No. 114 — January, 1974 
Battle of the Ironclads 
Sculptor — Arnold Bergier 
No. 115 — February, 1974 
Bicentennial of the 
First Continental Congress 
Sculptor — Ernest Lauser 
No. 116 —March, 1974 
Eli Whitney 

Sculptor — Theodore Barbarossa 

No. 117 —April, 1974 

John Philip Sousa 

Sculptor — Bruno Mankowski 

No. 118 —May, 1974 

Eddie Rickenbacker Memorial 

Sculptor — Raymond Turner 
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IMRE MOSDOSSY 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Apollo XVII 
Coin-Medal 

Professor Imre Mosdossy was 
born in Budapest, Hungary, on 
January 15, 1904. After gradua¬ 
tion from high school, he attended 
the University of Engineering in 
Budapest for one year. The next 
four years were spent at the Royal 
Hungarian College of Fine Arts, 
where he received a degree in 
1927. After graduation, he studied 
for a year in Paris. 

Mosdossy is a former member 
of the Hungarian Society of Cre¬ 
ative Arts and the National Ex¬ 
hibition Society. 

He presently resides with his 
wife, Agatha de Jeney, in Agin- 
court, Canada, a quiet suburb of 
Toronto. The Mosdossys have one 
married daughter and four grand¬ 
children. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

• Coins and Medals: Commemo¬ 


rative Medal of the 150th Anni¬ 
versary of the Independence of 
Colombia, Banco de la Repub- 
lica, Bogota, 1960; Commemo¬ 
rative Medal of the Inaugura¬ 
tion of the Museo Numismatico, 
Banco de la Republica, Bogota, 
1961; Carl Sandburg Memorial 
Coin-Medal, National Commem¬ 
orative Society, 1968; Charge of 
the Light Brigade Medal, Bri¬ 
tannia Commemorative Society, 
1968; Helen Keller Coin-Medal, 
Societe Commemorative de Fem¬ 
mes Celebres, 1968; Apollo XI 
Coin-Medal, National Commem¬ 
orative Society, 1969. In addition 
to these works, Mr. Mosdossy 
has designed a bas relief plaque 
of Rojas Pinilla, a former presi¬ 
dent of Colombia, and numerous 
military, civic and governmental 
insignias for the government of 
Colombia. 

• Sculpture: Two symbolic fig¬ 
ures for the permanent pavilion 
of the Ministry of Communica¬ 
tion. International Fair, Bogota, 
1954; two white sandstone high- 
relief monuments, 12' high, Per- 
petuo Soccorro Church, Bogota. 

• Church Decorations: Five mu¬ 
rals for the Virgen Del Carmen 
Church, Ibague, Colombia; 24- 
figure mural, San Rogue Church, 
Ibague; three frescos, Virgen Del 
Carmen Church, Bogota; Baptism 
Chapel, La Capuchiva Church, 
Bogota; stone altar, La Merced 
Church, Bogota; 950 sq.ft, mural, 
San Laureano Church, Lenqua- 
zaque; entire interior and exterior 
decoration, parish church in 
Cumbal. 
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THE APOLLO XVII COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Imre Mosdossy 

111th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


The Apollo XVII mission 
marked the end of the flight phase 
of lunar exploration. But in terms 
of analysis and understanding of 
the moon, the Apollo XVII mis¬ 
sion could in a very real sense be 
considered only a beginning. 

For the past three years, experi¬ 
ments placed on earlier Apollo 
missions had transmitted their 
measurements back to stations on 
earth, sending dots and traces that 
slowly have drawn a picture of the 
moon. 

More than 23 billion data points 
had been received before the 
arrival of the Apollo XVII astro¬ 
nauts on the moon. And ad¬ 
ditional tens of billions will be 
added from the long lifetime ex¬ 
periments left by the Apollo 
XVII mission. 

Years from now, those mea¬ 
surements will still be adding to 
our knowledge of the moon, of 


the phenomena that formed it, 
and of the cataclysms that molded 
its early history. 

So — after centuries of philos¬ 
ophizing, of observing from the 
earth, of assuming and hypothesiz¬ 
ing, and postulating and guessing 
— the first hard facts have become 
available with which to describe 
the evolution of another planet. 

“Two . . . one . . . zero . . . we 
have a liftoff. We have a liftoff and 
it’s lighting up the area, it’s just 
like daylight here at Kennedy 
Space Center as the Saturn V is 
moving off thhe pad. It has now 
cleared the tower." 

Apollo XVII blasted off from 
Kennedy Space Center at 12:33 
A.M. EST on December 7, 1972. 
On board were Commander Eu¬ 
gene A. Cernan, Ronald E. Evans 
and Harrison H. Schmitt. 

About three hours after launch, 
the Saturn S-IVB stage began its 
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second burn, thrusting the space¬ 
craft out of its parking orbit and 
heading it into space. For almost 
six minutes, the rocket engine 
fired, adding about 3,000 meters 
(10,000 feet) per second to the 
velocity of the speeding space¬ 
craft. Then, at 10,440 meters 
(34,250 feet) per second, the 
spacecraft engine stopped and the 
astronauts were on course and on 
speed for the moon. 

“Eighty feet . . . going down at 
three . . . getting a little dust . . . 
stand by for touchdown . . . down 
two . . . feels good . . . twenty feet 
■ ■ ■ ten feet. . . contact!” Then the 
engine shutdowns, the switch clos¬ 
ings, and astronauts Cernan and 
Schmitt had arrived at the surface. 

“Okay, Houston, the ‘Challen¬ 
ger’ has landed . . . tell America 
that ‘Challenger’ is at Taurus- 
Littrow.” 

The first lunar surface extra ve¬ 
hicular activity (EVA) began at 
6:55 P.M. on December 11. Com¬ 
mander Cernan and Lunar Mod¬ 
ule Pilot Schmitt deployed and 
drove the electric powered lunar 
roving vehicle (LRV), traversed 
the lunar surface, collected sam¬ 
ples, and deployed the fifth array 
of geophysical instruments on the 
moon — the Apollo Lunar Sur¬ 
face Experiments Package. 

The next day, Cernan and 
Schmitt clocked 19 kilometers (12 
nautical miles) in IVi hours, 
carrying out geological observa¬ 
tions and collecting samples. 
Then, on December 13, they be¬ 
gan their last EVA. They clocked 


an additional 11 Vx kilometers (six 
miles) while continuing their ob¬ 
servations and sample collecting. 

While Cernan and Schmitt ex¬ 
plored the lunar surface, Com¬ 
mand Module Pilot Evans orbited 
the moon in his spacecraft “Amer¬ 
ica” — operating a complex array 
of scientific instruments including 
lunar mapping cameras. 

“Challenger” was launched 
from the lunar surface at 5:55 
P.M. December 14 and redocked 
with “America” a little more than 
two hours later. Two days later, 
the main rocket engine was fired 
and the Apollo XVII crew began 
the journey back to earth. 

Apollo XVII splashed down in 
the Pacific Ocean on December 
19 at 2:24 P.M.—just 6Vx kilo¬ 
meters (3Vx nautical miles) from 
its recovery ship, the USS Ticon- 
deroga. 

As evidenced by its list of 
achievements, Apollo XVII was 
an extraordinary space mission. 
Its major achievements included: 
First geologist astronaut (Harri¬ 
son H. Schmitt) on the lunar sur¬ 
face; longest lunar surface stay 
time (74 hours, 59 min.); longest 
Apollo mission (301 hours, 51 
min.); most samples returned to 
earth (250 lbs.); longest time in 
lunar orbit (147 hours, 48 min.). 

Apollo XVII marked a mile¬ 
stone in man’s space achievements. 
It was the last Apollo flight. But 
more importantly, it was man’s 
most significant scientific explo¬ 
ration of the moon. 
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THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY, BOX 100, LANSDOWNE, PENNA. 19050 


Volume 12 - Number 2 


November, 1973 


13 ORIGINAL STATES SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 120th ISSUE 


A Commemorative in Honor 
selected by NCS members to be 
memorative — the 20th issue in 
Series III. This commemorative 
is scheduled to be issued in July, 
1974. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 


A Commemorative in Honor of 

the 13 Original States .961 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
the 150th Anniversary of the 
Birth of Thomas “Stonewall” 

Jackson .720 

A Memorial Tribute to 

Roberto Clemente.585 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
James Bowie .324 


The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Betsy Ross and the 
First American Flag 
A Commemorative Tribute to 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, 

The current ballot is for the 
121st NCS Commemorative (the 
twenty-first commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in August, 1974. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by December 15 to 


the 13 Original States has been 
t subject of the 120th NCS Com¬ 


be included in the count. 

C0MMEM0RATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 113—December, 1973 
Lyndon B. Johnson Memorial 
Sculptor — Robert Weinman 
No. 114 — January, 1974 
Battle of the Ironclads 
Sculptor — Arnold Bergier 
No. 115 — February, 1974 
Bicentennial of the 
First Continental Congress 
Sculptor — Ernest Lauser 
No. 116 —March, 1974 
Eli Whitney 

Sculptor — Theodore Barbarossa 
No. 117 —April, 1974 
John Philip Sousa 
Sculptor — Bruno Mankowski 
No. 118 —May, 1974 
Eddie Rickenbacker Memorial 
Sculptor — Raymond Turner 
No. 119 —June, 1974 
Skylab 1 

Sculptor — to be announced 









ONE YEAR OLD STEPHEN R. TAN 
IS YOUNGEST NCS MEMBER 

Following a letter from 17-year-old Ricky Wright in the Mailbag 
section of the August newsletter, we asked if there were any NCS 
members younger than Ricky. The letters poured in and we published 
many of those from the younger NCS members in the September 
newsletter. At that time, it appeared that Allen D. Berglund (see 
picture below), who became an NCS member a year ago at the age of 
13 months, was the youngest NCS member. 

“Not so,” said Dr. Meng H. Tan of San Francisco. His son Stephen 
(below) was born in November, 1972, and became an NCS member 
10 weeks later. 

“Perhaps one day Stephen and Allen can meet and share their pride 
and joy in The National Commemorative Society,” Dr. Tan adds. 
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IN THE 


MAILBAG 


MOST EXCITING MASTERPIECE 
EVER SEEN 

The Apollo XVII Coin-Medal 
is the most exciting masterpiece 
I’ve ever seen! The detailed de¬ 
signs on both the obverse and 
reverse are truly outstanding. My 
compliments to sculptor Imre 
Mosdossy. 

Mrs. Harriett B. Wallace (1596) 
Walnut Creek, California 

COMMON MEN 
SUGGESTED 

Have you ever done any re¬ 
search into the activities of the 
“little people” of America. The 
little-recognized heroes of the fire 
and police forces of our American 
cities and suburbs. 

A good example of an out¬ 
standing man of this sort was Ike 
Dean—gunslinger, railroad man, 
fighter for the laboring man’s 
rights in Texas. He died in 1929 
with his boots on. It took sweat 


from the brow of Ike Dean—and 
others like him — to bring the 
American West to its present 
stage of existence. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

DR. WHITE IS NOMINATED 

In 1955, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower suffered a heart at¬ 
tack while in office. Dr. Paul 
Dudley White, a heart specialist, 
unknown outside of the medical 
profession, was named Eisenhow¬ 
er’s chief medical consultant. Dr. 
White’s treatment of Ike brought 
the physician into the limelight 
— and he wisely used his new¬ 
found fame and reputation to 
awaken our nation to the dangers 
of heart disease, recommending 
that the American public finance 
medical research in this field. 

Recognized as one of the 
world’s leading heart experts, and 
the founder and president of the 
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American Heart Association. Dr. 
White devoted 60 years of his life 
to heart research. Then, on Octo¬ 
ber 31st of this year, death took 
from the American Medical As¬ 
sociation’s ranks one of its most 
respected and active members — 
Dr. Paul Dudley White. 

I feel that a commemorative 
medal struck in his memory by 
NCS would be a deserving tribute 
to this great doctor. 

Frank Komadina (1734) 
Gallup, New Mexico 

“WELL DONE” 

My personal thanks and ap¬ 
preciation for the unusually fine 
quality — and attention to reverse 
as well as obverse detail — of 
NCS medals. The “jewel-like” 
quality of the reverse triad com¬ 
position of the Walter Reed Com¬ 
memorative Medal is especially 
well done. My compliments. 

S. Luther Essick (0851) 
Spokane, Washington 

MORE SUPPORT FOR BOB HOPE 

I would like to add my support 
for a medal honoring Bob Hope 
I had the pleasure of attending 
his Christmas show aboard the 
Aircraft Carrier John F. Kennedy. 
It was the highlight of my six- 
month cruise and made Christmas 
away from home more enjoyable. 

The quality of the proof medals 
is superb and the price is unbeat¬ 
able. I am very happy to have 
become an NCS member. 

William M. Veroxie (0063) 
Glen Cove, New York 


IN NOMINATION 

I would like to see a Commem¬ 
orative Tribute to the Reverend 
Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr., 
placed on the Official Ballot. 

Michael C. Sosulski (4347) 
Chicago, Illinois 
• Doctor King's name has been 
placed on the current ballot for 
the 121st Commemorative. 

I would like to second the nomi¬ 
nation of Jean Louis Agassiz, 
which was originally submitted by 
Carl L. Farnham. 

In addition, I would like to 
place in nomination the name of a 
man who also richly deserves a 
place in the NCS Commemorative 
medal collection. John Muir — an 
immigrant from Scotland who 
came to America with his parents 
when he was a boy — became the 
greatest conservationist of his 
time and an inspiration to all of 
us today. 

An outstanding amateur natu¬ 
ralist and glaciologist of the high¬ 
est ability, his influence lives on 
in the Sierra Club, which he 
founded in 1892. It was Muir who 
waged a relentless battle against 
the timber “barons” of California 
and who was largely responsible 
for the ultimate inclusion of the 
Yosemite Valley and Kings Can¬ 
yon in the National Park System 
in 1890. 

Conservationist, naturalist and 
author, John Muir left a legacy of 
responsibility to environment and 
humanity which certainly deserves 
full recognition by The National 
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Commemorative Society. 

Finally, I believe that if these 
two men — Jean Louis Agassiz 
and John Muir — receive a posi¬ 
tion on an NCS Official Ballot 
(which they both deserve), they 
should not be run concurrently on 
the same ballot. Each ballot is 
loaded with worthy names which 
render a choice very difficult, so 
that many nominees end up “on 
the shelf,” perhaps never to be 
taken down. 

Sherman E. Rider (0598) 
Lowell, Massachusetts 

I agree that Bob Hope’s name 
should be placed on a future Offi¬ 
cial Ballot. He has done a beauti¬ 
ful job for our servicemen over 
the last 30 years. 

name and address 
withheld upon request 

THE PRICE IS RIGHT 

This is just a quick note in re¬ 
sponse to the letter to all NCS 
members of September 20, 1973. 
I for one feel that NCS has done 
a very remarkable job in keeping 
the costs of our medals to the 
low level that you have over the 
past five years. So I do not feel 
that you should feel it necessary 
to apologize for having to in¬ 
crease the cost per medal by 
'just 70<t. 

The quality is more important 
than the price as far as I am 
concerned. So keep up the good 
work. 

I look forward to collecting 


National Commemorative Society 
medals for many years to come. 

LeRoyD. Blanchard (0407) 
Washington, D.C. 

The NCS medals would be a 
bargain at $10.00 or more. Keep 
them coming. 

Harry Hofrichter (3876) 
Brooklyn, New York 

I don’t care how many, or often 
you send me these medals. I’ll 
send you a check the same day 
I receive them. 

I can’t get over the quality and 
the unbelievable low price. I pay 
$20 for medals not one bit better. 

George J. Mullaney (0318) 
Los Angeles, California 

RECENT DONATION 

This is to acknowledge receipt 
of your Sterling Silver Proof 
No. 9 of the 98th Commemora¬ 
tive Coin-Medal, which was 
issued in honor of Stephen Foster. 

The Board of Trustees of the 
Stephen Foster Memorial feel 
that you have conferred a high 
honor upon this institution by 
allowing us to display this medal. 

J. A. Cawthon 
Director 
Stephen Foster Memorial 
Museum 
White Springs, Florida 

• The Stephen Foster Memorial 
Museum has been presented with 
Sterling Silver Proof No. 9 of the 
Stephen Foster Coin-Medal. 
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JOHN TERKEN 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Vietnam War Memorial 
Coin-Medal 

John Terken was bom Janu¬ 
ary 11, 1911, in Rochester, New 
York. He studied at the Beaux 
Arts Institute of Design, New 
York School of Fine and Indus¬ 
trial Arts, Columbia University 
School of Fine Arts, and various 
European art centers. Today, he 
is active as a sculptor, lecturer, 
instructor and writer. 

Mr. Terken resides on Long 
Island, N.Y., with his wife, the 
former Carol Goodchild, and 
their four children. 

He is a Fellow of the Na¬ 
tional Sculpture Society and a 
member of the American Artists 
Professional League, the Hunt¬ 
ington Township Art League, the 
Nassau Cot 
Long Island Cral 
and the Fine Arts Committee of 
Long Island Arts Center. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 


• Coins and Medals: Medals of 
Thomas Jefferson, Mona Lisa, 
Bernard Baruch and George Mar¬ 
shall; Discovery of America Coin- 
Medal, National Commemorative 
Society, 1966; Sister Kenny Coin- 
Medal, Societe Commemorative 
de Femmes Celebres, 1968; Gen¬ 
eral Ely S. Parker Coin-Medal, 
International Fraternal Commem¬ 
orative Society; 1969; Carter 
Woodson Commemorative Medal, 
American Negro Commemorative 
Society, 1969; David Crockett 
Coin-Medal, National Commem¬ 
orative Society, 1970; John and 
Sarah Churchill Medal, Britannia 
Commemorative Society, 1972. 

• Sculpture: Woodland Group, 
Charles Miller, Great Neck, N.Y., 
1960; Moses, Marvin Flowerman, 
East Meadow, N.Y.; Benjamin 
Franklin Memorial, Roosevelt 
Field, Long Island, N.Y., 1960; 
Eagle Fountain, Nassau County 
Park, Salisbury, Long Island, 
N.Y., 1961; Heroic Bust, Thomas 
Edison Vocational School, Queens, 
N.Y.; Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
East Meadow High School, East 
Meadow, N.Y., 1965; New Hori¬ 
zons Monument, Town of Hemp¬ 
stead, Hempstead, N.Y., 1971. 

o Awards: Edward McCartan 
Garden Sculpture Award, Na¬ 
tional Sculpture Society, 1957; 
American Artists Professional 
League, 1960; Lindsey Morris 
Memorial Prize for Bas-Relief, 
National Sculpture Society, 1965; 
Francis Keally Award, National 
Sculpture Society, 1972; Daniel 
Chester French Memorial Award, 
National Sculpture Society, 1973. 
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THE VIETNAM WAR MEMORIAL 
COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by John Terken 

112th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 

Peace hath her victories no less renowned than war. 

-JOHN MILTON 


Historians find it difficult to say 
exactly when the United States 
entered the War in Vietnam. 
There was no “Shot heard ’round 
the World.” There was no sudden 
air attack on the U.S. fleet. The 
beginnings of the American in¬ 
volvement, the build-up that fol¬ 
lowed, and the continuation of 
the war are still clouded issues. 

When the Korean War opened, 
in June of 1950, the United States 
began contributing $500 million 
annually to aid the French who 
were then skirmishing with Viet¬ 
namese Communists led by Ho 
Chi Minh. In February, 1955, 
after months of fighting between 
U.S.-backed Premier Ngo Dinh 


Diem and rival political factions, 
the United States began training 
the South Vietnamese army. And 
the number of U.S. advisors on 
hand in Vietnam grew to 327. By 
December, 1960, the number had 
increased to 900. Then, in Octo¬ 
ber, 1961, President John F. Ken¬ 
nedy sent 2300 U.S. fighting men 
to South Vietnam. 

The political turmoil, however, 
continued as 12 different Viet¬ 
namese governments failed in one 
19-month period. Meanwhile, the 
Viet Cong were rapidly gaining 
strength in the countryside. 

Between August 2 and 4, 1964, 
the U.S. destroyers Maddox and 
Turner Joy reported being at- 
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tacked by North Vietnamese tor¬ 
pedo boats in the Gulf of Tonkin. 
Ordering a retaliatory raid against 
North Vietnamese gunboats and 
supporting facilities, President 
Lyndon B. Johnson then asked 
Congress for a resolution which 
would enable him to take “all 
necessary steps” to maintain the 
security of Southeast Asia. The 
Senate approved his request by a 
vote of 88-2 and the House fol¬ 
lowed by 416-0. By the end of 
1964, the number of U.S. troops 
in Vietnam rose to 23,000. By 
October, 1965, the number was 
148,000; by June, 1967, there 
were 463,000; and in June, 1969, 
there were 541,000 American 
servicemen in Vietnam. 

Then, on June 8, 1969, Presi¬ 
dent Richard M. Nixon an¬ 
nounced that the U.S. would be¬ 
gin withdrawing its forces in 
September of that year. While 
peace negotiations continued, 
American forces continued to 
leave Vietnam until, in June of 

1972, there were only 60,000 
American troops remaining. 

On October 8, 1972, American 
peace negotiator Henry Kissinger 
announced a major breakthrough 
in the secret talks with the North 
Vietnamese. And on January 27, 

1973, the Vietnam War officially 
ended when representatives of the 
United States, North Vietnam, 
South Vietnam and the Viet Cong 
signed the Vietnam Peace Agree¬ 
ment in Paris. 


The American casualty list dur¬ 
ing this long struggle was stagger¬ 
ing. Of the more than 56,000 
Americans who died in Vietnam, 
nearly two thirds were 21 years of 
age or younger. More than half 
had been in the service for less 
than two years. Two thirds of the 
dead had been Army men, most 
of the remainder Marines. And 
for every nine men who were 
killed in combat, 2 died from 
nonhostile causes, such as acci¬ 
dents or disease. 

The Vietnam War was the 
longest war in United States his¬ 
tory. Prior to the peace agree¬ 
ment, there had been many 
rumors and promises of peace -— 
so that many Americans regarded 
the cease-fire which preceded the 
peace agreement with skepticism. 
After 10 years of constant conflict 
in Southeast Asia, the peace 
treaty — and the end of the war 
— seemed like an impossible 
dream come true. 

But that dream became a real¬ 
ity for all Americans when the 
prisoners of war were released. 
The first group of American 
POW’s arrived on U.S. soil on 
February 12, 1973. Through tele¬ 
vision, Americans watched the 
joyful reunion of the heroic 
American prisoners and their 
families. 

For many Americans, this was 
their happiest moment. There was 
no more doubt. The Vietnam War 
was over. 


NCS NEWSLETTER •NOVEMBER 1973 


TIME FOR NOMINATIONS 


A special NOMINATIONS 



NC& Mof the resulting nominal 


tions will be tabulated, and the 

ballots will be those which were 
nominated by the largest number 
of NCS members. 

In the event some great Amer¬ 
ican passes away during the 
ensuing months, the Board may 
decide to place his name on the 
ballot as an additional choice. 
But the main choices will come 
from the results of this semi¬ 
annual nomination campaign. 

REMINDER: QUARTERLY DISPLAY 
CONTEST CLOSES JANUARY 10 

The deadline for submitting 
entries in the current Quarterly 
Display Contest is January 10. 
The Quarterly Prize of $250 will 
be awarded to the NCS member 
who submits a photograph of the 
most interesting display of NCS 
material exhibited at some time 
during the months of October, 
November or December, 1973. 


is enclosed with this issue of the 
asked to list on this form all sub- 


The winner of this Quarterly Con- 



judged “Best of 1973.” 


BETSY ROSS AND THE FIRST 
AMERICAN FLAG SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 
121st COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Betsy Ross and the First American 
Flag has been selected by NCS 
members to be the subject of the 
121st NCS Commemorative — 
the 21st issue in Series III. This 
commemorative is scheduled to 
be issued in August, 1974. 

The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 

A KS~..,o» 

A |HSSIsIS' wi 








A Commemorative Tribute to 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. .. 407 
The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A Commemorative in Honor of 
Independence Hall 
A Commemorative in Honor of 
The Erie Canal 

The current ballot is for the 
122nd NCS Commemorative (the 
twenty-second commemorative in 
Series III), which is scheduled to 
be issued in September, 1974. This 
ballot must be received at NCS 
headquarters by January 15 to 
be included in the count. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 114 — January, 1974 
Battle of the Ironclads 
Sculptor — Arnold Bergier 
No. 115 — February, 1974 
Bicentennial of the 
First Continental Congress 
Sculptor — Ernest Lauser 
No. 116 —March, 1974 
Eli Whitney 

Sculptor — Theodore Barbarossa 
No. 117 —April, 1974 
John Philip Sousa 
Sculptor — Bruno Mankowski 
No. 118 —May, 1974 
Eddie Rickenbacker Memorial 
Sculptor — Raymond Turner 
No. 119 — June, 1974 
Skylab I 

Sculptor — Herman De Roos 
No. 120 — July, 1974 
The 13 Original States 
Sculptor — to be announced 


NCS MEMBER TO CONDUCT 
COURSE IN NUMISMATICS 

G. W. Gallagher, Captain USN 
(Retired), a Charter Member of 
NCS and a dealer in NCS ma¬ 
terial for many years, will con¬ 
duct a course in numismatics 
at Olympic College in Bremerton, 
Washington, beginning January 4. 
Two sessions of the course will 
be devoted to “The Wonderful 
World of Franklin Mint Collect¬ 
ibles” — including the medallic 
issues of The National Com¬ 
memorative Society. 

LOST AND STOLEN PROOFS 

Here is the latest cumulative 
list of lost and stolen NCS 
proofs. If you come across any 
of these proofs, please com¬ 
municate immediately with NCS. 
Membership No. Proofs 
0012 1st 

0027 1st thru 74th 

0074 6th 

0106 6th 

0130 2nd, 4th 

0131 1st 

0141 2nd thru 92nd 

0155 25th, 26th 

0185 1st thru 54th 

0206 2nd thru 5th, 8th, 

9th, 10th, 20th, 
21st, 22nd, 25th, 
26th, 31st, 33rd, 
35th, 36th, 52nd, 
60th, 62nd, 65th, 
68th, 72nd, 74th, 
75th, 80th and 
86th 

(continued on page 4) 
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IN THE 


MAILBAG 


QUARTERLY CONTEST AFFORDS 
OPPORTUNITY FOR NCS MEMBERS 

The most rewarding part of 
collecting is sharing your treas¬ 
ures with others. And the best 
way is through exhibiting at 
coin shows, where many can see 
the fine work that The National 
Commemorative Society does. 

I was very pleased at winning 
the Third Quarterly NCS Exhibit 
Contest of 1973. I would like to 
encourage every member to enter 
future NCS exhibit contests. It 
is good to be involved in the 
Society’s activities. 

The trophy arrived today and 
is quite elegant. Thank you for 
providing the opportunity of 
good competition. 

Richard Lebold (4492) 
Reseda, California 

DIFFICULT CHOICE 

The subjects on the latest NCS 
ballot were all worthy of com¬ 


memoration. It was a very diffi¬ 
cult choice to make and, if I had 
my way, I would have voted for 
all four subjects. 

Rebekah B. Stonebraker (1592) 
Clear Spring, Maryland 

AGAINST COMMEMORATING 
ACTORS 

I would like to say that the 
purpose, as I understand it, of 
The National Commemorative 
Society is to commemorate indi¬ 
viduals and events that have con¬ 
tributed in some measure to the 
development and destiny of our 
country. 

If someone can point out how 
we can include actors in this cate¬ 
gory, I might consider placing, let 
us say, Errol Flynn next to 
George Washington, the Battle of 
Gettysburg, etc. 

Let us continue the aims of the 
Society and commemorate only 
worthy individuals and events. 
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Thanking you for your co¬ 
operation in the above matter, I 
remain, 

Charles W. Lohmann (0548) 
Amenia, New York 

• The National Commemorative 
Society is responsive to members’ 
wishes as indicated on nomina¬ 
tions forms, write-in ballot selec¬ 
tions and letters. Many members 
seem to feel that actors—like 
writers and other artists ■— have 
enriched our nation’s cultural life. 

BICENTENNIAL COMMEMORATIVE 
PLATE SUGGESTED 

I also support the idea of a 
special medal to commemorate 
the upcoming Bicentennial. May 
I further suggest the limiting of 
the subjects for 1976 medals to 
those subjects pertinent to the 
founding of the country? 

Perhaps the members could also 
be polled to determine whether 
they would support the issue of 
a silver or gold commemorative 
plate. 

Joseph J. Berton (0087) 
Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania 


LOST AND STOLEN PROOFS 

(continued from page 2) 

0233 1st thru 20th 

0264 12th thru 15th, 

22nd, 31st 

0297 51st thru 81st 

0333 1st thru 30th 

0371 20th 

0376 30th 

0382 14th 

0388 83rd, 84th, 85th 


0470 36th 

0476 14th, 15th, 17th 

0534 1st thru 36th 

0574 21st thru 26th 

0576 1st thru 5th 

0595 1st thru 10th, 

21st 

0639 1st thru 60th 

0713 1st thru 50th 

0796 1st thru 10th 

0797 1st thru 10th 

0842 94th, 95th, 96th 

0878 4th, 5th 

0909 24th 

0965 64th thru 86th 

0996 1st thru 24th 

1118 1st thru 57th 

1246 1st thru 20th 

1289 41st, 42nd 

1295 1st thru 51st 

1324 1st thru 15th 

1346 1st thru 42nd 

1455 59th thru 72nd 

1461 71st thru 74th 

1490 71st, 72nd 

1535 1st thru 25th 

1550 21st, 22nd 

1692 1st thru 16th 

1731 11th, 

51st thru 88th 
1804 51st thru 74th 

1815 70th 

1851 1st thru 21st 

1874 28th, 34th 

1968 38th thru 89th 

2000 1st thru 6th, 

9th thru 20th 
2066 8th 

2068 46th 

2160 14th 

2211 68th, 69th 

2254 1st thru 20th 

2341 66th 
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2379 1st thru 24th 

2412 1st thru 30th 

2418 1st thru 57th 

2419 1st thru 47th 

2436 73rd thru 85th 

2529 3rd thru 92nd 

2537 51st thru 87th 

2598 11th thru 20th 

2657 25th 

2672 75th thru 100th 

2696 1st thru 24th 

2760 73rd thru 77th, 

80th, 81st, 82nd 
2787 1st thru 10th 

2805 1st thru 15th 

2823 12th, 13 th, 14th 

2893 1st thru 18th 

2961 73rd 

2970 1st thru 7th 

3094 46th thru 50th 

3154 9th 

3169 1st thru 10th 

3221 1st 

3238 3rd and 21st 

3300 78th thru 87th 

3316 1st thru 14th 

3390 1st thru 111th 

3406 51st thru 82nd 

3424 1st thru 39th 

3528 20th, 21st 

3619 1st thru 10th, 

12th, 13th, 14th 
3628 1st thru 50th 

3716 1st thru 108th 

111th 

3806 11th 

3807 1st thru 57th 

3849 47th 

3870 1st thru 15th 

3891 1st thru 54th 

3905 1st thru 30th 

3948 1st thru 10th 

3956 1st thru 52nd 

3984 35th 


3986 1st thru 10th, 

21st thru 30th 
4074 1st thru 50th, 

60th, 64th, 65th. 
73rd, 74th, 75th, 
80th, 81st, 82nd 
4076 1st thru 69th 

4113 41st 

4145 1st thru 40th, 

42nd, 44th thru 
48th, 52nd, 

54th, 55th, 56th, 
59th thru 70th 
4175 59th 

4296 1st thru 10th, 

14th, 15th 

4383 1st thru 49th 

4422 51st thru 71st 

4469 24th, 31st thru 

34th 

4481 12th 

4558 24th 

4591 11th 

4660 23rd 

4721 21st thru 25th, 

31st, 33rd thru 
37th, 39th 

4743 22nd, 23rd, 24th 

4790 1st, 2nd 

4812 17th 

4856 1st thru 78th 

4974 1st thru 23rd 

5018 1st thru 4th, 

6th thru 72nd 
5068 25th 

5102 1st, 10th 

5150 31st thru 40th 

5168 1st thru 86th 

5187 1st thru 48th 

S227 14th 

5243 45th 

5252 19th 
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Robert A. Weinman 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Lyndon B. Johnson 
Memorial 
Coin-Medal 

Robert A. Weinman—the son 
of Adolph Weinman, one of the 
most famous American sculptors 
of the twentieth century — was 
born in 1915. Following gradu¬ 
ation from St. Francis Xavier 
High School, he studied at the 
art schools of the National Acad¬ 
emy of Design from 1931 to 1939 
and also worked as an assistant in 
the studio of his father. After 
serving in the United States Air 
Corps, he established his own 
studio in New York in 1948. 

In his own right, Robert Wein¬ 
man has achieved distinction in 
medallic sculpture, architectural 
sculpture and statuary. 

His principal works include: 

• Medals: American Chemical 
Society “C. L. Parsons Award,” 
1946; Society of Tool Engineers, 
“Lincoln Gold Medal,” 1947; 
American Society for Quality 


Control Medal, 1948; Twelve 
Medals, National Collegiate Ath¬ 
letic Association, 1950; Canada 
Cup Medal, I.G.A., 1954; Leon¬ 
ardo Da Vinci Medal, 1962; U. S. 
Mint Series for “Coin World,” 
1962; Duke Scholarship Medal, 
Duke University, 1962; Iwo Jima 
Commemorative, National Com¬ 
memorative Society, 1965; Amelia 
Earhart Commemorative, Societe 
Commemorative de Femmes 
Celebres, 1966; John Paul Jones 
Coin-Medal, International Fra¬ 
ternal Commemorative Society, 
1967; Saint Leo I Commemo¬ 
rative, Catholic Commemorative 
Medal Society, 1967; Dr. Daniel 
Hale Williams Commemorative, 
American Negro Commemorative 
Society, 1968; John J. Pershing 
Commemorative, National Com¬ 
memorative Society, 1968; Rich¬ 
ard I Commemorative, Britannia 
Commemorative Society, 1970; 
Harry S Truman Coin-Medal, In¬ 
ternational Fraternal Commemo¬ 
rative Society, 1973. 

• Other Commissions: Bronze 
Elk, heroic size, Walla Walla, 
Wash., 1948; Bronze doors and 
overdoor panel, Baylor Univer¬ 
sity, Texas, 1951; Bronze panel, 
Army Horse Memorial, USMA, 
West Point, N. Y., 1951; Bronze 
overdoor motif, University of 
Tennessee, 1954; Wood models 
for 24 figures of Saints and 
Angels, model for relief panel 
of Christ, Mary Immaculate 
Seminary, Northampton, Pa., 
1954; Granite Eagle, heroic size, 
Federal Reserve Bank, Buffalo, 
N. Y., 1956. 
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The Lyndon B. Johnson Memorial Coin-Medal 
Sculptured by Robert A. Weinman 

113th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Lyndon Baines Johnson, the 
oldest of five children, was born 
near Stonewall, Texas, on August 
27, 1908. After graduating from 
high school at 15, Johnson bor¬ 
rowed $75.00 from the Johnson 
City, Texas, bank and enrolled 
at Southwest Texas State 
Teachers College in nearby San 
Marcos. He graduated in 1930, 
with a Bachelor of Science de¬ 
gree, and later taught speech and 
debating at a Houston high 
school. 

Johnson’s political career be¬ 
gan in 1931, when Richard M. 
Kleberg sought election to the 
U. S. House of Representatives. 
Johnson campaigned for the can¬ 
didate, aiming his speeches at 
young voters. Kleberg won, and 
named Johnson his Congressional 
secretary. So, at the age of 23, 
the future President took his first 
step toward the White House. 


During a visit to Austin in 
September of 1934, Johnson met 
Claudia Alta Taylor, daughter of 
a prosperous east Texas business¬ 
man and landowner. After a 
whirlwind courtship, the couple 
married on November 17, 1934. 

A turning point in Johnson’s 
career came in 1935, when Con¬ 
gress created the National Youth 
Administration to provide work 
for young people. Administrator 
Aubrey Williams chose Johnson 
as state NYA director for Texas. 
At 27, Johnson was the youngest 
of all the state directors—but he 
put the NYA program for Texas 
into full operation within a few 
weeks. 

On April 10, 1937, Johnson 
himself was elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives. He 
served as a pilot during World 
War II, then was elected to the 
U.S. Senate on November 2, 1948. 
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In January of 1953, he became the 
Democratic floor leader of the 
Senate. And on January 20, 1961, 
he was inaugurated as Vice Presi¬ 
dent of the United States. 

Following the tragic assassina¬ 
tion of President John F. Kennedy 
on November 22, 1963, Lyndon 
B. Johnson became the 36th Presi¬ 
dent of the United States. Five 
days later, he went before Con¬ 
gress to urge passage of a legis¬ 
lative program that included a 
civil rights bill and a reduction of 
federal income taxes. He also 
pledged continued defense of the 
free world. 

Civil rights problems held the 
attention of President Johnson 
and the country during the mid- 
1960s. The plight of the American 
Negro was a matter of deep con¬ 
cern to the President. None of his 
predecessors had committed them¬ 
selves so fully to the effort of 
attaining equality for all citizens. 
And so Johnson received major 
credit for the passage of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, which had 
originally been proposed by Pres¬ 
ident Kennedy. The measure out¬ 
lawed discrimination in most 
public places and in employment. 

Following election in his own 
right in November 1964, Presi¬ 
dent Johnson asked Congress for 
a law to guarantee the franchise 
for Negroes who had been largely 
denied the right to vote in some 
areas of the South. As a result of 
his support, the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 was passed. 

He also won Congressional ap¬ 
proval for the Economic Oppor¬ 


tunity Act of 1964, which pro¬ 
vided a work-training program to 
reduce school dropouts, a work- 
study program to aid needy 
college students, community anti¬ 
poverty projects, and loans to 
low - income businessmen and 
farmers. 

U. S. space exploration pro¬ 
ceeded rapidly during Lyndon 
Johnson’s Administration. A num¬ 
ber of astronauts orbited the 
earth, and unmanned satellites 
launched toward the moon and 
Mars sent back photographs and 
other technical data concerning 
those bodies. 

Unfortunately, the many sig¬ 
nificant achievements attained un¬ 
der Johnson’s presidential leader¬ 
ship were overshadowed by Amer¬ 
ica’s increasing involvement in the 
Vietnam War. As the country be¬ 
came more and more committed 
to the defense of Vietnam, John¬ 
son’s popularity declined. In 1968, 
he declined to seek re-election. 

In retirement, the former Presi¬ 
dent spent much time compiling 
his memoirs and supervising the 
building of the LBJ Library in 
Austin, Texas. 

On January 22, 1973, Lyndon 
Baines Johnson died. He was 
buried on the LBJ Ranch, under 
giant oak trees near the Peder- 
nales River. “Along this stream 
and under these trees he loved, he 
will now rest,” said former Texas 
Governor John Connally in his 
eulogy. “He first saw light here. 
He last felt life here. May he now 
find peace here.” 
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